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INTRODUCTION
Florida Heritage Travel is a monthly newsletter published by Mike Miller, the author of FloridaBackroads-Travel.com. The newsletter has come out every month since August 2009 and is delivered to
its 3,000 subscribers via email.
This book - Florida Heritage Travel Volume I is a collection of 42 articles presented in those newsletters
from August 2009 through December 2012.
Most articles in the book have four or five photographs and sometimes a vintage postcard. The towns
and places are those visited by the author and are quite often unique to the newsletter and not
incorporated in the website.
The first few articles in 2009 were very short, but beginning in 2010 they got longer and included more
photographs. Although most of the original newsletters included a restaurant review along with news
and events current in Florida at the time, that material is not included in this book. Many restaurants go
out of business or change ownership and news and events are quickly out of date.
The author wants the articles in this book to remain relevant in the future. He believes the articles
about people, places and things are more likely to remain relatively unchanged over the years.
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JULY.-.-.MIAMI BEACH AERIAL VIEW TOWARD MIAMI

This vintage postcard, probably from the 1940's, is an aerial view over Miami Beach looking west to
Miami.
What appears to be the ocean on the horizon is really the Everglades. When the postcard was created,
the Everglades really began about where 27th Avenue is today.
Some recent changes to our website, Florida Backroads Travel were made this month:
We have added lists of 1,300 Florida Heritage Sites. These places that memorialize our Florida heritage
include museums, archeological sites, historic buildings, forts, churches and historic neighborhoods.
There are even railroad locomotives and railroad passenger cars on the list, along with the African
Queen, the boat used in the making of the movie of that name starring Katherine Hepburn and
Humphrey Bogart.
These heritage sites are fun to visit. They are arranged by county, and 66 of our 67 counties have at least
one. Most counties have dozens of the sites.
We have also added more information about Florida authors, including Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Carl
Hiaasen and Tim Dorsey.

AUGUST - - SAN JUAN HOTEL ON ORANGE AVENUE, ORLANDO

There was an Orlando before Disney, and it was a typical little central Florida town.
This vintage postcard from the 1930's is a view looking north up Orange Avenue from Pine Street. The
San Juan Hotel opened its doors for business in 1888 and was remodeled many times over the years.
The hotel was shut down in 1975 and demolished in 1981 after a steady decline in its condition.

SEPTEMBER - - A TRAILER CAMP DOWN FLORIDA WAY

Some of the first motorized tourists to come to Florida were known as "Tin Can Tourists".
The reference was to the little metal and wood camping trailers they towed behind their cars as they
descended upon the Sunshine State in the winter.
This old postcard could be just about any place in Florida back in the day.

OCTOBER - - BAHIA MAR MARINA, FORT LAUDERDALE 1940s

This is what Bahia Mar marina in Fort Lauderdale looked like back in the 1940s. Compared to the
modern complex of high rise hotel and mega-yachts, this was a pretty simple layout.
What could be better than spending a restful night on your boat in a safe marina while listening to the
surf a few hundred feet away?
Fictional hero Travis McGee lived at Bahia Mar aboard his houseboat, The Busted Flush, in fictional Slip
F-18.
The location of the slip is commemorated with a plaque.
For more information about Travis McGee and his creator, John D. MacDonald, see
FloridaBackroadsTravel.com.

NOVEMBER - - TAMPA BAY HOTEL AND HILLSBORO RIVER ABOUT
1909

This is a view of the Tampa Bay Hotel taken across the Hillsborough River sometime about 1909. The
magnificent hotel was built by Henry Plant when he extended his railroad into Tampa.
The hotel was famous as the staging point for many soldiers - including Col. Teddy Roosevelt and his
Rough Riders - during the Spanish American War.
The hotel still stands as the home of the University of Tampa.
The elegant handwriting on the back of the card reminds of us a more cultured time in our history.

DECEMBER - - BREVARD HOTEL ON THE INDIAN RIVER, COCOA,
FLORIDA ABOUT 1940

This postcard shows the Brevard Hotel on the Indian River in Cocoa, Florida about 1940. It was torn
down in 1999 and replaced by a modern high rise condominium called Oleander Pointe for the old
historic name of the location.
The historic name was actually Oleander Point (without the fancy developer’s “e” at the end) It was a
favorite picnic and sailing place a century ago. The old Florida Crackers of that time would have
considered adding an "e" to "Point" to be a bit snooty. I guess today we almost expect it.
When I lived in Brevard County the Brevard Hotel was one of my favorite watering holes. Its gloomy
dank basement lounge was known as the Cascade Room for the simulated waterfalls that adorned the
place. To save electricity, Elizabeth, the blonde German bartender, kept the lights turned down very low.
The Cascade Room was one of the lesser known bars in Cocoa.
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JANUARY - - WIGWAM VILLAGE IN ORLANDO WAS A FAVORITE
LODGING PLACE

This postcard shows the Wigwam Motel on South Orange Blossom Trail in Orlando. It was torn down
years ago and I can't remember what stands on the site today.
I do know this postcard reminds me that I am officially old because I used to stay at the Wigwam in the
1960's while on business trips to Orlando.
The wigwam rooms were tee pee shaped on the outside, but fairly conventional inside. The rooms were
air conditioned, which was a big selling point in Florida in the early days.
There was no Walt Disney World in those days, so most of the motels were on the "Trail" which was the
west side of Orlando.

FEBRUARY - - TOM THUMB COURTS ON THE OCEAN IN
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA

The Tom Thumb Courts used to stand on the far south end of Jacksonville Beach, just before Ponte
Vedra Beach.
The little wood frame cottages were directly on the ocean. I guess its name came from P. T. Barnum's
famous little dwarf of the same name, General TomThumb.
Like a lot of other places in Florida, Tom Thumb was torn down long ago and condos are in its place.
This is another of my postcards that reminds me I am pretty old.
I lived in this motel for a short time in 1961. There was no air conditioning, but plenty of cool breezes
streaming in from the Atlantic Ocean.
Needless to say there was no wi-fi either, because there was no internet.

MARCH - - BOOM TOWN INDIALANTIC, FLORIDA AND THE
INDIALANTIC CASINO

Indialantic is a small town on the Atlantic Ocean directly across from Melbourne. In the roaring 1920s
the Indialantic Casino was a popular place entertaining visitors from all over the world.
The casino was a fashionable place to gather for recreation, fun and swimming. Being right on the
ocean, it provided a perfect vacation spot with a saltwater swimming pool, cabanas and upscale shops.
In 1944 its name was changed to the Bahama Beach Club.
Over the years it began to deteriorate - like most places on the ocean - and in the 1960s the Town of
Indialantic bought it and tore it down.
The site is now part of Nance Park, and is used by thousands of visitors for access to the beach.

APRIL - - ST PETERSBURG WAS ONCE KNOWN AS “GOD’S WAITING
ROOM”

In the old days, St. Petersburg was known as "God's Waiting Room".
Multitudes of lonely old people sitting on green park benches could be seen all around the city. That was
then, this is now.
Now St. Pete is a young dynamic city with a vibrant downtown and an exciting night life.
The old open air post office was built in 1917 and still stands at 400 First Avenue North. It is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

MAY - - THE KAPOK TREE IN CLEARWATER WAS A WONDERFUL
DINING ADVENTURE

Florida natives and tourists old enough to have been around the Tampa Bay area for a while will
remember the dining room shown in the postcard above. Just after the Civil War, a local resident
planted a kapok tree from India on his property near the western shore of Tampa bay in Clearwater.
People came from miles around over the year just to look at this tree.
The 200-seat Kapok Tree Inn opened on the property in 1958 and immediately became a hit with locals
and tourists alike. It offered fried chicken, broiled steak and baked ham served in a setting of fabulous
antiques and tropical palms with the backdrop of the famous kapok tree and its offspring.
By the 1960's the New York Times and Holiday magazine named the owner of the Kapok Tree, Richard
B. Baumgardner, as one of the top ten restaurant operators in the world.
The restaurant was so popular they went public in the 1970's and opened several other Kapok Tree Inns
in Florida and Maryland.
The whole operation began to founder, however, and finally the last one - the original in Clearwater closed its doors in 1991.
Those of us who loved the place miss it a lot.

JUNE - - EVERY YANKEE TOURIST IS WORTH A BALE OF COTTON

This postcard demonstrates what Florida has been about ever since I moved here many decades ago. It's
been all about tourism and growth, and that's how I've made my living until recently. I've worked on
several major theme parks and hundreds of real estate developments and infrastructure projects over
the years.
The population of Florida has more than quadrupled since I moved here, from just under 5 million in
1960 to almost 20 million now. The awful economy made 2008 the first year since World War Two that
Florida's population actually decreased.
I can remember beautiful hardwood forests all across the state where shopping malls now stand. In Fort
Lauderdale, I walked miles of pristine white sand beach that is now shaded by the massive condo towers
of Galt Ocean Mile. I worked on the first high rise condo in Vero Beach.
My memories include old Cracker fish camps and marinas that are now private condominium
developments. I worked on a mangrove laced barrier island that became the site of a nuclear power
plant. I remember the Kissimmee River when it was crooked, then straight, then crooked again. I
remember when you could catch record bass in Lake Apopka.
Maybe this is why I take the time to look for Old Florida places and experiences that have not been
developed yet. I want to share them with you before they too disappear along with me into the fog of
time and the tide of progress.

JULY - - THE HOTEL ALABAMA IN WINTER PARK, FLORIDA: A 1923
BOOM TIME TREASURE

William C. Temple moved to Winter Park in 1898 and purchased an estate and a large orange grove on
the south side of Lake Maitland. He named the place "Alabama", not after the state but after an Indian
word meaning "clearing in the woods".
A generation later, Joseph Kronenberger bought the land to develop it. He built the 80 room Hotel
Alabama in 1923 as a resort hotel to attract northern visitors and sell them lots that he had developed in
the neighborhood.
The hotel had good times and bad times over the next 60 years. In the good times, some of its famous
guests included authors Margaret Mitchell ("Gone With The Wind") and Thornton Wilder ("Our Town"
& "The Bridge of San Luis Rey") and symphony orchestra conductor Leopold Stokowski.
The Hotel Alabama in Winter Park no longer rents rooms, but you can live there if you buy a
condominium.
The hotel was finally converted into 19 luxury condominiums in the 1980s. It was a beautiful conversion.
The Hotel Alabama is in one of the nicest areas of Winter Park, an easy walk to Park Avenue and its great
shopping and dining.

AUGUST - - THE HOTEL WINDSOR IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA:
REBORN AFTER THE GREAT FIRE OF 1901

The Hotel Windsor was a downtown Jacksonville landmark for many years.
On Friday, May 3, 1901, a small fire broke out about noon in the refuse pile of a fiber factory on the
northwest side of Jacksonville. Drought conditions, a rising breeze, and flying sparks defeated efforts to
douse the flames. Within minutes, flaming moss and debris carried to nearby roofs. By half an hour past
noon, the city's firemen were desperately trying to contain the blaze as it spread like a ceiling of flame
over their heads.
The battle continued for eight hours, leaving the residents of Jacksonville exhausted and the city itself in
ashy ruins. Jacksonville was virtually destroyed.
The original Hotel Windsor was burned to the ground in the 1901 fire. The magnificent structure you see
on the postcard was erected on the same site across from Hemming Park. The hotel was a major tourist
attraction during the Roaring 20s and depression era 30s. The Hotel Windsor was demolished in 1950 to
make room for a parking lot. During the demolition a secret subterranean room was discovered filled
with illegal whiskey from prohibition days.
The hotel no longer stands along Hogan Street, but walking tours of downtown Jacksonville pass through
Hemming Park and alongside the Bryan Simpson Federal Courthouse, which occupies the land once
home to the Hotel Windsor.

SEPTEMBER - - DOC WEBB INVENTED WALMART BEFORE THERE
WAS A WALMART

Doc Webb dreamed up Wal-Mart even before Sam Walton did. Webb's City was a one stop drug store
and department store in St. Petersburg that operated between 1925 and 1979. At its peak it had 77
departments and covered 7 full city blocks.
Although Doc could beat anybody's price - and often did - Webb's City was not just a shopping
destination. It was one of Florida's leading tourist attractions. I visited the place in the late 1960's, and it
was unique.

Doc Webb had a natural flair for promotion. In the 1940s and 1950s, he sponsored beauty contests.
Eight beautiful young women were chosen each year from hundreds of competitors. The winners would
then make a country wide tour in a specially designed bus giving publicity to Webb's City and Florida.

OCTOBER - - ST. AUGUSTINE’S OLD SLAVE MARKET: A GRIM
REMINDER OF THE PAST

The Old Slave Market is a prominent historical landmark in downtown St. Augustine. It serves as a
reminder of the Ancient City's role in the turbulent civil rights era of the 1960's. Until the Civil War, St.
Augustine was a slave trade center. When the town began to become a tourist attraction in the 1890's,
the Old Slave Market became a tourist attraction.
In 1963 St. Augustine was still a completely segregated southern town. Tourist attractions were "white
only" and almost all schools were segregated. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson came to town for a
banquet that year and refused to come to a segregated event.
For the first time in history, blacks were allowed into the luxurious Ponce de Leon Hotel (now Flager
College) as guests instead of just maids or bus boys. But even after this historic event, St Augustine's
restaurants, motels, and other facilities remained segregated.
Martin Luther King and many other black and white civil rights activists and organizations came to town
in the mid-1960s to demonstrate against this situation. There were several shootings, including some
with Ku Klux Klan night riders, and there were other ugly incidents all over town that made national
news. It was only with great restraint on both sides of the issue - white residents and civil rights activists
- that major violence was avoided.
It was a major turning point in the history of Florida and the national Civil Rights movement.

NOVEMBER - - COCOA BEACH, FLORIDA. GATEWAY TO THE
UNIVERSE

The old cars in this postcard were new when I was a boy, and they were all made in America. I can
identify the makes of most of them, and I might even know where this postcard photo was taken. I'm
guessing it was taken near what is now known as Lori Wilson Park on State Road A1A in Cocoa Beach.
There is a street at that park named I Dream of Jeannie Lane, named after the popular TV series
starring Larry Hagman and Barbara Eden that featured the town but was actually filmed elsewhere.
The park is named for Lori Wilson, the first woman to be a Brevard County Commissioner. She went on
to a fine career in state politics and the legal profession, becoming a Florida State Senator. She was
married for a time to Al Neuharth, the founder of USA Today, and they lived not far from here in their
beachfront home known as The Pumpkin Patch. It was the scene of many social events and charity
fundraisers over the years.
Cocoa Beach shows a lot of surface glitz to the tourists who come for a visit. The original Right
Stuff astronauts were popular local figures driving around town in their Corvettes provided by local
Chevy dealer and former Indy race car driver Jim Rathmann. With Ron Jon Surf Shop, the Cocoa Beach
Pier and the white sand beaches there is plenty for a tourist to enjoy. But behind the numerous hotels
and restaurants are many quiet neighborhoods where folks live their lives, go to work and school and
enjoy their little town by the sea.
The citizens of Cocoa Beach enjoy a strong sense of community.

DECEMBER - - OLD FLORIDA DEVELOPED ALONG ITS 34
NAVIGABLE RIVERS

Many newcomers to Florida are not aware that most travel in the state was by water in the 19th century
before the railroads came to the state. Florida has 34 navigable rivers, including the majestic 273 mile
long St. Johns River. The steamer shown in the postcard is on Lake Monroe, a wide spot in the St. Johns
at Sanford north of Orlando.
Early Florida tourists would sometimes arrive in Jacksonville on ocean going ships. From there they
would board a shallow draft steamer, usually a paddlewheel, and head south toward Sanford with stops
along the way at places like Green Cove Springs and Palatka.
Steamers also ran from near Fort Myers on the west coast all the way up to Kissimmee by way of the
Caloosahatchee River, Lake Okeechobee and the Kissimmee River.
All told, Florida has more than 11,000 miles of rivers, streams and waterways including the Intracoastal
Waterway along Florida's Atlantic and Gulf Coasts. Central Florida has several lake chains, including ones
in Winter Park, Winter Haven and Mount Dora.
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JANUARY - - TURNING TURTLES ON A FLORIDA BEACH

Modern people might find the postcard above to be a bit politically incorrect. In our time, sea turtles are
protected by law. They number far less now than they did back in the day when they were heavily
harvested for food.
Unfortunately for the sea turtle, many people consider their meat and eggs to be a delicacy. The first
people to settle in Florida - the various Native American tribes - discovered this rich source of protein
along the coasts. The first European settlers, the Spanish, also enjoyed turtle steaks and eggs. Florida
Crackers who settled along the coasts in the 19th century relied heavily on this source of nutrition.
Sea turtle females crawl up onto the beaches at night every couple of years and lay from 50 to 200 eggs
in a sandy nest they dig and then skillfully cover back over with sand to conceal their location. The egg
laying process takes from 30 to 60 minutes, and the females are very vulnerable during the process.
They crawl back into the ocean after their egg laying has been done, leaving the eggs unattended.
Coastal communities all over Florida, including Key West, developed turtle harvesting into an industry,
sending much of their catch up north for wealthy Yankees to enjoy in their posh hotels and restaurants.
Many people today still watch in amazement at the annual ritual of sea turtles laying eggs in their nest.
One favorite viewing location is the quiet beach area between Melbourne Beach and Sebastian Inlet.

FEBRUARY - - FLORIDALAND TRIED TO BE ALL THINGS TO ALL
PEOPLE

My grandparents moved from Indiana to Osprey, near Venice, in 1960. A few years later - in 1964 Floridaland opened as an unusual tourist attractions in those pre-Disney days. It tried to be all things to
all tourists. Although the main entrance featured colorful tropical birds, the major attraction inside the
gates was a western town similar to Six Gun Territory up in Silver Springs.
Bad guys and good guys shot it out in the street, and can-can dancers strutted their leggy stuff in the
western saloon. Tourists could ride around the whole park on a tram dressed up as a western train.
In keeping with the park's attempt to be all things to all people, they also featured a porpoise show.
They had a small pool and platform where the captive animals performed. Floridaland also had a petting
zoo.
Floridaland began to falter when they got some bad publicity about the death of several of their
porpoises. When Walt Disney World opened near Orlando in 1971, Floridaland was doomed to
disappear. They folded their tent shortly after and became one of our many lost Florida tourist
attractions.

MARCH - - TAKING HOME A SOUVENIR OF THE SUNSHINE STATE

I think it's good now and then to remind our new Floridians and tourists that alligators are still very
much with us. That stretch of I-75 that runs from Fort Lauderdale to Miami is not named Alligator Alley
after the University of Florida Gators.
Alligators were abundant all over Florida when the picture on this postcard was taken in the 1930s. As
Florida developed, they came into contact more often with humans and were hunted almost to
extinction. By 1967, they were becoming scarce and were designated as an "endangered species" by the
federal government. It became illegal to hunt them, and poachers were arrested and prosecuted all over
the state in those years.
These strict measures worked. The gators made a spectacular comeback and were taken off the
endangered species list in 1987. Florida alligators are now classified as a "Species of Special Concern",
but can be harvested legally by obtaining a permit from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission.
There are some things to keep in mind if you happen upon an alligator. They are usually timid, and will
not bother you unless you are near their nest or if some idiot has been feeding them. Never feed an
alligator because they will begin to associate humans with food.
Never get closer than about 15 feet to one; they can cover that distance very quickly. If you run from
one, don't zig zag. Run straight and fast away in the opposite direction.
Keep your dogs and cats away from alligators. If you fence your yard, remember that many gators can
scale a 5 foot fence with no difficulty. Make it higher.
Welcome to Florida. Bienvenidos a Florida.

APRIL - - JOHN RINGLING RESIDENCE IN SARATOTA: CA D’ ZAN

John Ringling did okay with his circus. The revenues from the famous Ringling Brothers Barnum and
Bailey operation helped him build Ca d' Zan (Venetian for "house of John") on Sarasota Bay. It was
completed just before Christmas Day in 1925. It was designed in the Venetian Gothic style, and cost $1.5
million in good old American dollars back when a dollar was still worth something.
John and his wife Mable loved to entertain in the mansion, and their home was the cultural center of
Sarasota during the Roaring Twenties.
The mansion has 36,000 square feet with 41 rooms, 15 bathrooms and a full basement. It is constructed
from terra cotta blocks, concrete and brick and finished off with a stucco and terra cotta exterior. John
and Mable also built the Museum of Art next door to house their private art collection, although Mable
died in 1929 before the museum was completed in 1931. It houses a wonderful collection of paintings
and sculptures by Old Masters like Rubens, van Dyck, Velázquez, Titian, Tintoretto, Veronese, El Greco,
Gainsborough and many more.
The home and museum were dedicated to the State, and is now the home of the John and Mable
Ringling Museum of Art and the historic Asolo Theater. It is open to the public, and is a major Sarasota
cultural attraction. A Circus Museum was also built in 1948 that celebrates The Greatest Show on
Earth and includes John Ringling's personal Pullman railroad car, The Wisconsin.

MAY - - FAMOUS SPEED RACERS ON DAYTONA BEACH’S
MEASURED MILE

Long before NASCAR came on the scene, the hard packed sand beach of Daytona was the scene of many
automobile speed records. The most famous driver in those days was Britain's Sir Malcolm Campell. He
brought five of his famous Bluebird racing cars to Daytona in the years 1928 through 1935. His goal was
to set a new land speed record by going faster than the 300mph barrier which many people back then
believed was impossible to break.
The 11 mile long stretch of beach from the Main Street Pier to Ponce Inlet was known as Campbell's
Measured Mile Course. In 1935 Campbell drove his Bluebird to a new record of 276.82 mph in Daytona.
Later that year he finally broke the 300 mph barrier at Utah's Bonneville Salt Flats.
After this, Daytona was no longer used for the land speed record races because the smooth salt flats at
Bonneville were faster and more predictable than the fickle shifting sands of Daytona. The last day that
Bluebird ran at Daytona, a young mechanic named Bill France was on the beach watching the record
breaking run.
The City of Daytona Beach didn't want to lose the income that the land speed records had brought to
town. They hired a race driver named Sig Haughahl to create a 3.2 mile oval course that ran on the
beach along the measured mile and also on A1A parallel to the beach. The first race on this course was
sanctioned by the American Automobile Association and was run on March 8, 1936. Bill France was one
of the drivers in these early races.
France and others incorporated the National Association for Stock Car Racing in 1948, and the first
NASCAR sanctioned race was held on the beach course on February 15, 1948. The rest, as they say, is
history.

JUNE - - PUBLIX MARKET: WHERE SHOPPING IS A PLEASURE

Publix Supermarkets are very much a part of Florida history. The stores I remember when I first came to
Florida more than 50 years ago looked like the one above. They were always identifiable by the large V
that framed the entrance. In more recent years the architecture has been modernized, but the excellent
service and high quality food still remain the same.
George Jenkins started the chain back in 1930 in Winter Haven, Florida with one store. For many years
Publix stores were primarily located in Central Florida. Over the years they began to open stores in
South Florida and other locations along both coasts until finally they pretty much had the state of
Florida covered by the time Mr. George, as his employees affectionately called him, passed away in
1996 at the age of 88.
Publix is still controlled by the descendants of George Jenkins. His grandson is the current Chief
Executive Officer. Another unique feature of the company is that it is largely owned by its employees.
Chances are your checkout clerk and bag boy are stockholders. Publix now has more than 1,000 stores in
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and Tennessee. The corporate headquarters is in Lakeland,
Florida.

JULY - - THE ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL RACES THROUGH THE
FLORIDA GROVES

The Orange Blossom Special was an elegant luxury passenger train operated by the Seaboard Air Line
Railroad between New York City and Miami from 1925 to 1953. In the winter months, a section of the
train also went to Tampa and on to St. Petersburg. Its route has been taken over in modern times by a
pale imitation, Amtrak's Silver Meteor.
The train was the brainchild of S. Davies Warfield, the president of Seaboard Air Line. Florida was in the
middle of a huge real estate and tourism boom in the Roaring Twenties, and Warfield believed his
luxurious train could attract wealthy travelers and business types to Florida. Warfield's niece, Wallis
Warfield Simpson, became well known as an appreciator of wealth in later years by taking as her third
husband The Duke of Windsor, formerly King Edward VIII of the UK.
Although Henry Flagler's Florida East Coast Railway had led the way with train service to south Florida,
the rival Orange Blossom Special also became very famous. It was considered the fastest and most
luxurious train of its time, with first class sleeping and dining cars. Fresh food was picked up at stops
along the route, and all meals were prepared in the train's kitchens. The Special was also well stocked
with wine, hard liquor, beer and champagne.
The Orange Blossom Special lives on in memory because of the song of the same name. It is probably
America's best known fiddle tune. It was written by Ervin T. Rouse with the probable help of Chubby
Wise. This tune was first recorded by Rouse, and in later years has been recorded many times by such
stars as Chubby Wise, Johnny Cash and Bill Monroe.
Ervin T. Rouse reportedly lived a lonely life on the Everglade's Big Cypress Loop Road and never made
much money on his great song. He played his fiddle for tips in small taverns in Everglades country. Learn
about Big Cypress Loop Road and Lucky's Place at FloridaBackroadsTravel.com.

AUGUST - - FLORIDA CITRUS TOWER WAS HERE LONG BEFORE
WALT DISNEY WORLD

The Citrus Tower opened in 1956 in Clermont, Florida on US Highway 27. It was built on the highest hill
in that area to create an observation tower to showcase the citrus industry in the 8 county region of
Central Florida that was the world leader in citrus production at the time. The tower rises 226 feet
above ground, and the antennae on top of the observation tower are about 500 feet above sea level.
The observation deck is as high as you can go on any building in Florida.
The tower was built before the Florida Turnpike or interstate highways existed. It was a major Florida
tourist attraction in its day. Tourists heading down US-27 in the center of the state would stop at Silver
Springs, Citrus Tower and Cypress Gardens on their way south to Miami and the other major Florida
attractions - the beaches. Orlando was not a major tourist destination because there was no Walt Disney
World or Universal Studios in those days. There were just millions of orange and grapefruit trees as far
as the eye could see.
Devastating freezes in the early 1980s destroyed most of the groves in Central Florida. For years after
the freeze, the rolling hills along the Florida Turnpike were covered with dead grey citrus trees. It was a
depressing sight. At the same time, Orlando was booming and growing north and west. It made more
economic sense for citrus growers to sell their land to developers than to replant it in citrus. It was the
end of an era, and most of the Central Florida citrus industry moved further south down the Florida
peninsula.
But the Citrus Tower is still operating and open to the public. An elevator rises from the gift shop at
ground level to a glass enclosed observation deck near the top of the tower. You can see the hundreds
of lakes that dot this part of Florida. On a clear day you can see for 35 miles. Downtown Orlando and

Walt Disney World are visible on the distant horizon. Not many citrus groves are visible these days, but
you can see the thousands of homes and shopping centers that have been built since citrus stopped
being the king of the area.

SEPTEMBER - - THE BILTMORE HOTEL: A LIVING CORAL GABLES
HISTORIC TREASURE

The Biltmore in Coral Gables is a historic treasure that you can still visit. You can spend a night or a
weekend in one of their luxurious rooms; have dinner or brunch or drinks in one of many fabulous
restaurants; and swim in one of the largest pools you have ever seen.
Coral Gables was developed by the visionary George E. Merrick, who also founded the University of
Miami. The wide landscaped boulevards, Spanish themed homes and office buildings, golf courses and
country clubs still make it one of the most beautiful cities in Florida more than 85 years after its
founding.
Merrick and his associates opened the Biltmore in January 1926. It was an instant success, drawing
people from all over the world. Among its many famous guests in the early years were the Duke and
Duchess of Windsor, Bing Crosby, Ginger Rogers, Judy Garland and Al Capone. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt even had a temporary "White House" office set up in the Biltmore where he stayed while on
South Florida fishing trips.
The great hotel began to go downhill during the Depression of the 1930's, and during World War Two it
became a military hospital. Many of its windows were boarded over and covered with stucco. It became
an embarrassing eyesore. For a while it was also the location of the University of Miami School of
Medicine and eventually became a VA hospital.
It remained a VA hospital until 1968, and in 1973 the City of Coral Gables finally took ownership. Nobody
wanted the poor old faded building. The Biltmore was unoccupied after this for almost 10 years, a huge
abandoned structure with a dazzling history.

In 1983 the City began a full restoration. After $55 million and almost 4 years, the Biltmore opened
again on December 31, 1987. It has been continually upgraded and is one of the finest hotels in Florida.
Any visit to the Miami area should include the Biltmore, if even just to visit the lobby and look in awe.

OCTOBER - - FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, FLORIDA SOUTHERN
COLLEGE AND CHILD OF THE SUN

Frank Lloyd Wright is probably the most famous architect in history. He was born in 1867 and died in
1959, leaving his distinctive creative touches on buildings all over the world during his long career.
The largest collection of his work in one location is on the campus of Florida Southern College on Lake
Hollingsworth in Lakeland, Florida. 18 structures on campus were designed by Wright, and are still
functional today.
This collection is named Child of the Sun, and includes the first of Wright's buildings to be completed,
the Annie Pfeiffer Chapel. The chapel was started in 1938, dedicated in 1941 and partially restored in
2007. Other buildings are in various stages of restoration, and the entire campus is on the National
Register of Historic Places.
The Child of the Sun Visitor Center offers guided tours of the Wright buildings during summer for
$15/person for a basic one hour tour, and $30/person for a two hour in-depth tour. Self-guided free
walking tours are also available all of the time, and tour maps are liberally located throughout the
campus. The visitor center is open Monday-Friday 10am-4pm, Saturday 10am-2pm, and Sunday 2pm4pm. The grounds are open 24 hours/day and many of the buildings are open. You can call 863-6804597 for more information.
Florida Southern College is located at 111 Lake Hollingsworth Drive, Lakeland, Florida 33801. Crank that
into your GPS and make a visit!

NOVEMBER - - WINTER PARK BOAT TOURS THROUGH THE VENICE
OF AMERICA

The Winter Park Scenic Boat Tour is located on Lake Osceola at the east end of Morse Boulevard. It is
one of the oldest tourist attractions in Florida. It has been in business continually since 1938. Unlike the
sleek mahogany craft in the postcard, today's tours are made on a fleet of 6 spacious 18 passenger
pontoon boats with comfortable seating and outboard motors.
There are 17 lakes in Winter Park, and the tour visits three of the largest ones: Lakes Osceola, Virginia
and Maitland. These lakes are connected by very narrow canals that were built by loggers back in the
1800s. The canals are just wide enough for the pontoon boats and not much more. They are also very
shallow and sometimes during periods of drought the boats can't make the trip.
The narrated tour takes about one hour and you will see lots of wildlife: birds, gators, turtles and other
creatures of the fresh water lakes. You will pass through canopied canals lined on both sides with exotic
tropical vegetation. Your tour will also go by some of the most magnificent mansions in Florida and the
beautiful campus of Rollins College on Lake Virginia. The tour guides narrate the trip along the way and
are very knowledgeable about their territory.

DECEMBER - RECAPTURE YOUR YOUTH AT WARM MINERAL
SPRINGS

Warm Mineral Springs is located on US-41 (the Tamiami Trail) in Northport about 12 miles southeast of
Venice. It's an old Florida tourist attraction that often gets overlooked by modern visitors dazzled by the

glamor and activity of the larger theme parks. Still, 65,000 visitors - many from Europe - come to soak in
the mineral waters every year. Most of them would like to keep this great little place a secret.
This natural spring is replenished daily by 9 million gallons of water at a temperature of 87 degrees. The
spring waters are claimed to contain 51 different minerals, the highest mineral content of any spring in
the United States. Many repeat visitors claim these waters restore their health and make them feel
better. They claim relief for everything from arthritis to the heartbreak of psoriasis. There is plenty of
room to swim in the spring or just relax and soak.
Many people claim that Warm Mineral Springs is really the Fountain of Youth that Juan Ponce de Leon
was searching for when he first landed in Florida. On his last trip he was still searching for the mythical
fountain when he and 200 of his people landed on Charlotte Harbor south of modern day Northport and
Venice in 1521.
Not long after they landed they were attacked by local Indians. Ponce was badly wounded and his ships
took him back to Cuba where he died in July of 1521. He did not live long enough to try the restorative
waters of Warm Mineral Springs. Maybe he could have survived and still be alive today to tell us about
his miracle Fountain of Youth.
Warm Mineral Springs today is a small resort. There is a restaurant on the property - Cafe Evergreen and a spa that offers all kinds of beauty and health treatments like massage and acupuncture. An old
retro motel in good condition is also adjacent to the grounds. It's a good place to kick back and
rejuvenate for a few days.

FLORIDA HERITAGE TRAVEL EZINE 2012

JANUARY - - ALLIGATOR JOE: INVENTOR OF ALLIGATOR
WRESTLING?

A Florida Cracker named Warren Frazee figured out how to make a living from tourists a long time ago.
He was a native of Jacksonville, born in 1873, and came down to Palm Beach in 1898 and reinvented
himself as Alligator Joe. He was one of the pioneers of Florida tourism.
Frazee created Alligator Joe's in Palm Beach just after the turn of the previous century, about 1903.
Warren was a big man, about 340 pounds, and wrestled alligators for the amusement of the tourists.
He also had turtles, manatees, crocodiles and other assorted Florida creatures in his tourist farm.
Alligator Joe's was located near the present day location of the upscale shopping district of Worth
Avenue. The attraction was close to the grandiose Palm Beach hotels and winter guests made his farm a
real success.

One of Alligator Joe's sideline businesses was trapping manatees for sale to zoos and aquariums around
the country, including his own attractions in Chicago, Kansas City and Denver. He did this until trapping
manatees was finally outlawed toward the end of his life.
In 1915, he loaded a train with live alligators, various gamefish and manatees and sent them on their
way to San Francisco to exhibit at the Pan American Exposition. He died not long after due to
complications from his obesity, including pneumonia, cardiac problems, tonsillitis and diabetes. He had
done a lot of living in his 42 years.

FEBRUARY - - RAILROAD TO THE FLORIDA KEYS: FLAGLER'S
FOLLY

Henry Flagler was the visionary pioneer who was more responsible than anybody else for the
development of Florida's east coast. He extended the railroad from St. Augustine to Palm Beach
between 1888 and 1894 and built huge hotels at stops along the way.
He might have been content to stop his venture in Palm Beach where he built his large home, Whitehall,
but bad freezes in 1894 and 1895 changed his mind. Much of the tropical vegetation and citrus in the
Palm Beach area was destroyed by the freezes.
Florida lore says that Miami's Julia Tuttle sent Flagler a nice fragrant orange blossom from Miami that
had escaped the freezes. He was persuaded by this to extend his railroad to Miami. Miami was not a real
seaport back then, so Flagler became fascinated by the idea of extending the railroad all the way to Key
West. Key West was the nearest deep water port, and Flagler wanted to do business with Cuba only 90
miles away from Key West.
The Florida Keys were a string of small islands scattered in a line heading southwest from the mainland
about 150 miles to Key West. Detractors of his idea called it Flagler's Folly. But Flagler was not a man to
be easily discouraged. He and his engineers and contractors began to connect the islands of the keys
with bridges and causeways and laid the track all the way to Key West.

It took 7 years before the railroad was finally completed in 1912. It was the first time in history that
people had direct connection other than by water to all of the keys. It was called by many the 8th
wonder of the world.

Henry Flagler died in 1913, but his companies continued to operate the railroad and hotel properties.
The railroad did a brisk business transporting freight and passengers to Key West and on to Cuba and
back. In 1935 the huge Labor Day hurricane wiped out most of the railroad and killed more than 400
people, many of them World War One veterans who had been working on various construction projects
in the area. After the hurricane, the rails were finally ripped out and the old railroad route and its
bridges were rebuilt as a roadway for autos and trucks known as the Overseas Highway.
Next time you're rolling down the highway to Key West listening to Jimmy Buffet on your CD player or
Eight Track, remember Henry Flagler and his folly.

MARCH - - ST. AUGUSTINE: A TALE OF TWO CITIES

I first visited St Augustine in 1960 while I was on weekend liberty from my Navy ship in Mayport, Florida.
I was immediately struck by the feeling that St. Augustine is really two cities occupying a single place and
different eras at the same time.
On the one hand, it is the oldest continuously occupied city in the United States. The Spaniard Pedro
Menéndez de Avilés established the town in 1565 and it has survived as a city since then under the flags
of three nations. The Castillo de San Marcos and numerous other original buildings still function in the
narrow streets and alleys of Old St. Augustine.
In spite of the gift shops and tourist traps, there is a tangible feeling of history as you walk around the
town.
On the other hand, the local population has developed in much the same way as other north Florida
towns. The earliest group that influenced the nature of modern St. Augustine was the Minorcan
colonists who bailed out of a failed New Smyrna plantation in 1777 and trekked north to a brighter
future. Their family names are still prominent in modern St. Augustine culture and history. Their old
homes surround the even more ancient downtown area and many have been restored and others need
it.
Further growth took place when Henry Flagler brought his railroads to town and developed the Hotel
Ponce de Leon and other hotels for northern tourists to enjoy. The workers at these resorts became a
permanent population that joined the Minorcans to make St. Augustine into a typical southern town
with all of the charm and problems of small towns anywhere.

Fishing, farming, light manufacturing and tourism became the important industries in town. Racial
problems plagued the city and continued through the 1960s and the American Civil Rights era.
Everything is all about history and the present moment in St. Augustine today. History is alive and well.
The Ancient City is a favorite destination for tourists and Floridians alike.

APRIL - - GAINESVILLE: UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA AND MORE

This postcard shows downtown Gainesville sometime around 1920. Like most places in Florida, the
scene has changed quite a bit in the last 92 years or so. The old Alachua County courthouse on the right
was built in 1885 and torn down in 1958.
One feature that you can still recognize today is the old Federal Building. It's the one in the background
with the white columns.
The Federal Building was completed in 1911. It is one of Florida's first steel frame structures. The
building has walls and columns of carved limestone and a clay tile roof. The original entrance doors were
made of bronze, and the building had an elevator. This made it one of the most modern and elegant
public buildings in Florida when it first opened.
The first floor was used as the Post Office, and the second floor was fitted out as a courtroom with
elegant wood paneling and rich leather covered doors. The third floor contained the U.S. Land Office
and several other offices.
Downtown Gainesville has been totally renovated in recent years, and the Federal Building is now on the
National Register of Historic Places. It has served a useful function since 1980 as the home of
the Hippodrome State Theater. This well-known contemporary theater is known locally by its cool
nickname: The Hipp.

The Hipp is recognized as one of the best regional theaters in America. It has a main stage production
season that draws in devotees from all over Florida and beyond. Many famous playwrights, including
Tennessee Williams, have trotted out new plays on the stage of The Hipp.
In addition to the live performances, the theater also shows a lot of foreign and avant-garde films. Their
Cinema Series has one thousand members and shows more than 700 films in a year.
Downtown Gainesville today is a pleasant walkable neighborhood of upscale restaurants, shops, bars,
apartments and frequent bazaars and farmer’s market events. There are plenty of places to sit outside
and enjoy the scenery while sipping a drink or a cup of coffee. It is just far enough from the busy
University of Florida campus to provide a touch of tranquility.

MAY - - PIER 66: FORT LAUDERDALE ICON

This postcard from the 1960s shows the Fort Lauderdale icon, Pier 66. The Phillips 66 gas station shown
on the card has been gone for many years, but the basic architecture of the high rise hotel remains the
same. It is currently a Hyatt Regency. Pier 66 has a rotating lounge and restaurant on the top floor that
makes one revolution every 66 minutes. It has a breathtaking 360 degree panoramic view of the ocean,
beaches, waterways, Port Everglades, downtown skyline and residential neighborhoods that circle the
landmark resort.
The resort and gas station had humble beginnings back in 1957 when Phillips 66 Petroleum Company
bought the property and developed a small resort of low rise buildings, a gas station and a marina. Their
original goal was to have a first class fueling station for yachts cruising the Intracoastal Waterway. Some
of these original old two story buildings have been renovated and still serve as the lowest priced hotel
rooms on the property. The current high rise tower was opened in 1965. Phillips Petroleum sold the
property many years ago. It has had several different owners since then, including local boy made good
Wayne Huizenga. But the name "Pier 66" has remained a revered icon to all owners and guests. The
property includes a 127 slip marina and several restaurants in the hotel and one at the marina for
outside dining and watching boats.
The "66" theme is carried out with extravagance in the architecture and theming of the hotel. A glass
walled elevator gives you a 66 second ride from the lobby to the top of the hotel. As mentioned, the Pier
Top lounge rotates once every 66 minutes. That means if you take a rest room break, your table will be
in a different location when you return. Each wall of the 17 story hotel tower has 66 windows, and there
are 66 pointed Statue of Liberty type spikes around the "crown" of the tower, the revolving lounge.
A visit to The Pier Top Lounge was a tradition for both locals and tourists in the days not so long ago. The
lounge was open to the public every day of the week. Many people, including me, would not consider a

trip to Fort Lauderdale to be complete without at least one visit to the Pier Top for a couple of drinks
and a revolution or two.
Sometime in 2004 I made one of my traditional visits and my server told me that the Pier Top would
soon be closed to the public. It would only be open for private parties. I felt like crying, but since I'm a
grown man I just put on a very sad face and tried to enjoy what I thought might be my last drinks in this
fabulous rotating watering hole. Sort of like a condemned man's last meal.
Then not long ago I learned it is at least open to the public on one day, Sunday, and they have a
wonderful champagne brunch.

JUNE - - WILDWOOD: THE CROSSROADS OF FLORIDA

Wildwood's next door neighbor, The Villages, is known as "Florida's Friendliest Hometown". Wildwood is
still known by many old time Floridians as "The Crossroads Of Florida". It is located at the junction of
Interstate Highway I-75, Florida's Turnpike, State Road 44 and US Highway 301.
In the days before modern highways, Wildwood was a major railroad town. Early in the 1900's, the
Seaboard Airline Railroad used Wildwood as the rail yard where they divided their southbound
passenger trains into trains headed to the Florida east coast and Miami, and to trains headed to Tampa,
Fort Myers and Naples on the Florida west coast.
In the 1960's the Seaboard Airline Railroad merged with the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and the new
company became Seaboard Coast Line Railroad. Today the modern successor company is known as CSX
Railroad and it still has a major maintenance yard located on Main Street in Wildwood.
Another famous Wildwood landmark lost in the dustbin of history was Buddy's Bar-B-Cue restaurant
located on US Highway 301. Buddy's held out against the new state law banning smoking in restaurants
back in 2004. They had a fiberglass pig on their roof with a smokestack protruding from its rear end. It
looked like a cigarette and was the actual stack for their kitchen exhaust smoke. Their motto was "Home
Of The Smokin' Pig".
Buddy's closed a few years ago but gave locals and tourists a kick while it lasted.

JULY - - DELAND: THE ATHENS OF FLORIDA

DeLand, Florida, the seat of Volusia County, is a beautiful small college town. Stetson University's entire
campus has been designated a National Historic District. Downtown DeLand is bustling with fine gift
shops and restaurants, and many special events take place there during the year such as art festivals and
craft shows. Downtown DeLand is a very successful example of the Florida Main Street Program.
Henry Addison DeLand was a baking soda tycoon from New York. He first fell in love with the area in
1876, and bought up large tracts of land on which he planned to create a citrus, agricultural and tourist
empire. He started the town and named it for himself. He considered his new town to be "The Athens of
Florida" emulating the culture and ambience of the ancient Greek city.
The great freeze of 1885 destroyed DeLand's agricultural enterprises, and he headed back north after
turning the town over to his trusted buddy, John B. Stetson. John was the creator of the famous cowboy
hat, and he made DeLand his winter home in the late 1800's. His house is still standing and is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Stetson built Florida's first electric power plant along with an ice
plant, and DeLand soon became the first town in Florida to have streets illuminated by the incandescent
light.
Today's DeLand is a modern small city with beautiful tree-shaded streets and handsome historic homes.
As Florida's oldest private college, Stetson University is a key member of the community. It is the center
of cultural offerings such as art, theater, museums and beautiful architecture.

AUGUST - - LAKE APOPKA: A SHAMEFUL STORY

Lake Apopka is the second largest lake in Florida, second only to Lake Okeechobee. During its golden era
of the 1920s through the 1950s, Lake Apopka was considered the bass fishing capital of the world.
Johnson's Fishing Camp was one of 29 similar fish camps along the shore of this giant clear water spring
fed lake just a short drive west of Orlando. Fishing tourism was a major industry for Winter Garden,
Oakland and other towns in this part of central Florida.
Today (2012) there is not a single fish camp that I know of on Lake Apopka. What happened?
It's a sad story. Sometime in the years after World War Two, a drainage district was formed by property
owners on the north side of the lake south of Zellwood. They constructed dikes and canals and drained
many thousand of acres on the north side, converting lake-bottom land into rich mucky soils.
These highly organic soils made great land for growing vegetables. But the storm water runoff from
these new farmlands drained into the lake, carrying large amounts of pesticides and nutrients. The lake
began to experience algae blooms, and fish began dying off by the thousands. No fish meant no tourists
and no more fish camps.
To make things even worse, a canal had been constructed in the 1880s connecting Lake Apopka to Lake
Beauclair to the north. Lake Beauclair connects to Lake Dora and from there the pollution found its way
to Lakes Harris, Griffin and Eustis and finally to the Ocklawaha River.
Some of the most pristine waters in Florida were being slowly poisoned by the gunk coming from Lake
Apopka.

The Florida legislature passed a law in 1996 designed to stop and maybe even reverse the deterioration
of Lake Apopka.
They bought up most of the old muck farms, reversed drainage flows and planted vegetation designed
to treat the Lake Apopka water before it heads north into the canal and chain of lakes.
Central Florida residents are hopeful this Lake Apopka Restoration area and program will be successful,
but it will take many years to find out for sure.

SEPTEMBER - - KEY LARGO: GATEWAY TO THE FLORIDA KEYS

Key Largo is the first key you come to when visiting the Florida Keys by car. This northernmost key is also
the longest at 33 miles. The Spanish gave it the name Cayo Largo, or Long Key. For many years the
communities on Key Largo were all lumped together under the name of Rock Harbor.
Key Largo, Tavernier, Islamorada and the Ocean Reef Club all had Rock Harbor addresses until the early
1950s.
This changed due to the popularity of the movie "Key Largo" filmed in 1948 and starring Humphrey
Bogart, Lauren Bacall, Edward G. Robinson and other stars.

Although the movie was filmed in California, it still put Key Largo on the map and the local residents
changed the post office name from Rock Harbor to Key Largo.
Today Key Largo is a diving center and tourist attraction. Since it is the closest key to metropolitan
Miami and other south Florida population centers, it attracts a lot of weekend visitors.

OCTOBER - - STUART, FLORIDA: SAILFISH CAPITAL OF THE
WORLD

Stuart is an attractive and bustling town of about 16,000 people located on what in recent years has
been designated as the "Treasure Coast". It is located on the east coast of Florida about halfway
between north Palm Beach County and Vero Beach. Hundreds of years ago many Spanish galleons were
lost in storms off the coast of this area, and millions of dollars in gold and silver went down with the
ships. Treasure has been discovered off and on over the years, and people are still looking.
Modern treasure for Stuart and Martin County comes from the many new upscale waterfront and golf
course developments, and from the town's wonderful location where Hobe Sound and Indian River
Lagoon come together at St. Lucie Inlet and the Atlantic Ocean. The town is surrounded by water: the St.
Lucie River has a north fork and south fork; Manatee Pocket is a natural hurricane harbor located just
south of St. Lucie Inlet with the small fishing village of Port Salerno. Sewell's Point is an elegant older
Stuart neighborhood with the Indian River Lagoon on its east and the St. Lucie River to its west.

As one drives around Stuart, it is hard not to be near beautiful water. This abundance of waterfront has
made Stuart a marine service center.
There are several first class marinas and boatyards in the area, and a charter fishing fleet that specializes
in taking sport fishing enthusiasts out to battle and catch sailfish in the ocean. The beautiful beaches of
the Atlantic Ocean are nearby at Jensen Beach and Hutchinson Island. Stuart is truly a magical place.

NOVEMBER - - CORTEZ, FLORIDA: GULF COAST FISHING
HERITAGE

Cortez is a living remnant of Old Florida. It is a small working fishing village located on a peninsula in
Sarasota Bay on Cortez Road (State Highway 684) that connects Bradenton and Bradenton Beach. It is
not a trendy place, but a living community of weathered old houses and fish companies, fish nets, crab
traps, floats and all kinds of boats, old and new.
It is fitting that several good seafood restaurants can be found in Cortez including Starfish Company,
Cortez Kitchen, Swordfish Grill and Seafood Shack. These restaurants are able to serve fresh fish every
day of the week, year round.
Cortez was founded about 1890 by several families from the waterfront town of Beaufort, North
Carolina. These families are still represented in modern day Cortez. Some of the names are Guthrie, Bell,
Taylor and Fulford.

This maritime heritage is showcased in The Florida Maritime Museum located in the restored 1912
school house at the Cortez Nature Preserve. Cortez is also home to FISH (Florida Institute for Saltwater
Heritage), a non-profit group set up in 1991 to help preserve the heritage of Florida Gulf Coast fishing
communities.
Among events that also help preserve this heritage are the annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival,
first held in 1981, and the recently initiated Ben Gullet Mullet Invitational. The mullet event is a cast net
only tournament that helps raise money for FISH and the Cortez Historical Society.
It is named after the late Ben Gullet of Bradenton, who was well known as a cast net fisherman and
mullet smoker (a man who cooks mullet in a smoker).

DECEMBER - - COCOA, FLORIDA: HISTORY AND THE SPACE AGE

Cocoa is sometimes confused with Cocoa Beach, its younger neighbor a few miles east on the Atlantic
ocean. But Cocoa is much older than Cocoa Beach, and has a lot more history to intrigue the visitor. This
old Florida town is about one hour east of Orlando, and is well worth a visit. It is on the Indian River
lagoon, and is separated from Cocoa Beach by the urbanized area of Merritt Island.
The little town was first known as Indian River City and was settled around the time of the U.S. Civil War.
The first residents were primarily fishermen and farmers. When they tried to get a post office, the
government told them the name was too long. So the early pioneers got together to come up with a
shorter name.
The story I prefer is that these old timers chose the name because of a box that was nailed on a piling
along the waterfront. It was a Bakers Cocoa box, and it's where the mail for the community used to be
delivered. In any event, the postal service accepted the name and the town has been called Cocoa since
1884.
Cocoa was a small town until things changed forever when the space program kicked off at nearby Cape
Canaveral in the late 1950s. The population of the area around Cocoa exploded with new housing and
businesses to serve the huge workforce that was feverishly working to put a man on the moon. Traffic
was snarled, utilities and infrastructure was strained and the federal government didn't do much to
help.

The 1970s saw a tremendous recession in this area due to the mass layoffs of aerospace workers once
the moon landing was achieved. Houses and businesses were abandoned, and the future looked dismal
for Cocoa and the entire county.
In the middle of the gloom, some Cocoa merchants got together and formed a group to revitalize
downtown Cocoa. This freshened area became known as Cocoa Village, and it's still a great place to visit.
It's loaded with shops and restaurants, and attracts locals and tourists alike. It is also a convenient
location from which to explore the NASA exhibits at Kennedy Space Center and the beaches and
attractions in Cocoa Beach.
Cocoa has a beautiful shoreline along the west side of the Indian River lagoon. The road along this
shoreline makes a fantastic trip where you can see a lot of old Florida as it used to be. The road is lined
with majestic old trees and plenty of big old Florida houses from a bygone era.

EPILOGUE

Mike Miller has lived in Florida since 1960. He graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in
civil engineering and has lived and worked in most areas of Florida. His projects include Walt Disney
World, EPCOT, Universal Studios and hundreds of commercial, municipal and residential developments
all over the state.
During that time, Mike developed an understanding and love of Old Florida that is reflected in the pages
of his website, Florida-Backroads-Travel.com. The website contains several hundred pages about places
in Florida and things to do. The information on the website is organized into the eight geographical
regions of the state. Mike also publishes a monthly newsletter, Florida Heritage Travel, that is emailed
monthly to more than 3,000 subscribers.
Florida Heritage Travel Volume I is a collection of articles from the 2009-2012 newsletters. It can be
downloaded in PDF format from the website or purchased as an Amazon Kindle book. If you find any
inaccuracies in this book, please contact Mike at Florida-Backroads-Travel.com and let him know.
If you have enjoyed this book and read it on Amazon Kindle, Mike would appreciate it if you would take
a couple of minutes to post a short review at Amazon. Thoughtful reviews help other customers make
better buying choices. He reads all of his reviews personally, and each one helps him write better books
in the future. Thanks for your support!

