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INTRODUCTION
Florida Heritage Travel is a monthly newsletter published by Mike Miller, the author of FloridaBackroads-Travel.com. The newsletter has come out every month since August 2009 and is delivered to
its 3,000 subscribers via email.
This book - Florida Heritage Travel Ezines, Volume II is a collection of the 24 articles presented in those
newsletters from January 2013 through December 2014.
Most articles in the book have four or five photographs and sometimes a vintage postcard. The towns
and places are those visited by the author and are quite often unique to the newsletter and not
incorporated in the website.
Although most of the original newsletters included a restaurant review along with news and event in
Florida current at the time, that material is not included in this book. Many restaurants go out of
business or change ownership and news and events are quickly out of date.
The author wants the articles in this book to remain relevant in the future. He believes the articles
about people, places and things are more likely to remain relatively unchanged in future years.

FLORIDA HERITAGE TRAVEL EZINE 2013

JANUARY - - YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA: ELVIS MADE A MOVIE HERE

Yankeetown is a small village of 500 souls on the Withlacoochee River just upstream of where the river
flows into the Gulf of Mexico. It is a commercial fishing town today, and the oak shaded streets draped
with Spanish moss are lined with examples of Old Florida cracker homes and eclectic rambling buildings
that remind you of the way the whole State of Florida used to be before it got discovered by Yankees
back in the day.

The village was originally settled in 1923 by an Indiana lawyer and politician named Armanis Knotts. Mr.
Knotts had settled in nearby Inglis and owned land downriver. He advertised lots for sale and built the
Izaak Walton Lodge as a place for fishing fans to eat and sleep in comfort. The lodge was named for
Izaak Walton, who was the famous author of the fishing classic "The Compleat Angler" that was written
in England in the 1600's.
The sleepy town of Yankeetown came to life for a few weeks in 1961 when Elvis Presley and film crews
came to town to make Elvis's 9th movie, "Follow That Dream". Much of the filming was done toward the
end of County Road 40 just downstream of Yankeetown on the Bird Creek bridge which still stands
today. You can walk over the bridge and think of Elvis. A section of the highway leading to Yankeetown
was renamed "Follow That Dream Parkway" to honor the memory of those good old movie days.

Many local people were extras in the movie, and the local economy was helped a lot by the movie
producers hiring locals to work on the sets, converting local Pumpkin Island into a white sand beach and
just being general workers and handy people on the set. Most people who remember those days say
that Elvis was real friendly and a true southern gentleman. You won't find any local Yankeetown
residents who met him bad mouthing the King.

Yankeetown still makes its living from commercial and sport fishing activities, and town life is centered
along Riverside Drive which parallels the north bank of the Withlacoochee River.
The town is a slice of tranquil Old Florida, but there was a time in the early 1960s when it was electrified
by the presence of the King of Rock and Roll.

FEBRUARY - - ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA: GREEN BENCH CITY NO MORE

St. Petersburg has transformed itself during my lifetime from a sleepy city of green park benches full of
lonely old retirees into a vibrant city with more going on downtown than almost any place else in
Florida. The St. Petersburg Pier is a metaphor for that change. For more than 100 years, The Pier has
existed in one form or another as the focal point of downtown St. Petersburg.
The first pier was a railroad pier that was built in 1889. It was replaced in 1906 with the Electric Pier. It
extended 3,000 feet out into Tampa Bay and was a tourist attraction in those days with its spectacular
night time electric lighting. This pier was replaced in 1914 by a Municipal Pier that didn't last long; it was
destroyed by a hurricane in 1921. After that, the city voted to float a $ 1 million dollar bond issue to
build a new pier.

Needless to say, it became known as the Million Dollar Pier. It contained a casino, observation deck, ball
room and was an example of the Mediterranean architecture that became so popular in Florida boom
years of the 1920s.
The Million Dollar Pier casino was in very bad shape after many years of hard use, and was demolished
in 1967.
The end of the pier sat vacant for many years until the present structure was finally built in 1973.
Although it is a landmark, it generated a lot of criticism and derision in its time for being outlandish
modern architecture not suitable to replace the elegant old Million Dollar Pier that had stood for years.
Locals and tourists, however, have grown to love the unusually shaped inverted pyramid that anchors
their downtown views.
Now it's time for the current pier to join its ancestors in the halls of memory. It is slated to be torn down
sometime in 2013 and replaced by something else. Downtown St. Pete is a showcase of unusual
architecture, so you can be sure some people will love the new building and others will hate it.

MARCH - - LAKE PANASOFFKEE: OLD FLORIDA CHARM AND FISHING

Lake Panasoffkee is one of Florida's oldest lakes. It is the third largest lake of the more than 1,800 lakes
in Central West Florida. The lake's surface area varies from about 3,800 to 4,500 acres depending on
how much rainfall there has been. It is a shallow lake with marshy shorelines. This shoreline vegetation
provides excellent habitat for fish and wildlife. The wildlife includes gators, as the 1920 photograph
above from the State of Florida Archives suggests.
The town of Panasoffkee (now called Lake Panasoffkee) was an early shipping port for timber, citrus and
other products from the late 1800s up until the 1920s. In 1884, the Orange State Canal was built that
created a waterway for steamboats to travel from Floral City upriver to Lake Panasoffkee. Panasoffkee
was the southernmost stop on the railroad for a few years back then, and this shipping feature allowed
the citrus industry in the area to boom. Oranges and grapefruit rolled north on the steel rails to Yankee
markets. Bad freezes killed the citrus off in 1895 and lumbermen cut down and milled all of the cypress
trees. The town began to steadily lose population.

Lake Panasoffkee today is an area of vacation homes, fish camps and lodges. It is a well-known fishing
attraction. Some folks call Lake Panasoffkee "the home of the big mouth bass". Other catches include
blue gill, sunfish, crappy and many others. There are several fish camps and lodges where you can rent
boats. Lodging is also available either at the fish camps or in privately owned vacation rental homes. The
area around the lake is a great example of Old Florida the way it used to be.
Lake Panasoffkee is located just west of Interstate Highway 75 Exit 321 on County Road 470.

APRIL - - DOCTOR PHILLIPS: CITRUS CAPITAL OF OLD FLORIDA

Doctor Phillips is an unincorporated area about 10 miles southwest of downtown Orlando. The area is
named for Doctor Phillip Phillips, a medical doctor with huge holdings in citrus in Orange County. His
house in downtown Orlando is still a tourist attraction and a popular bed and breakfast inn. But the
sprawling grove area named for him was in the quiet country way back then. You can learn more about
the history of Doctor Phillips the man and the place on Florida-Backroads-Travel.com.
I worked on the construction of Walt Disney World and drove to work many days on Apopka-Vineland
Road from 1968 to 1971 when the theme park officially opened. The view in the vintage aerial photo is
looking generally northeast along that road. Sand Lake Road can be seen heading off to the east at the
top of the photo. My commute took me by one of the remaining Doctor Phillips warehouses on the west
side of the road alongside the railroad track. It was being used by Disney in those days to make the vinyl
leaves that would be later attached to the Swiss Family Robinson Treehouse in the Magic Kingdom.
There wasn't much of anything else in that neighborhood back then except for orange groves and the
Bay Hill Golf and Country Club to the north. Bay Hill was pretty new, having been built in 1961 on land
that for some reason wouldn't grow citrus. Other than Bay Hill, the area was still largely in citrus groves.
Golfing great Arnold Palmer bought the country club in 1975. The old packing houses were torn down
years ago to make room for residential subdivisions. The Doctor Phillips community has expanded in
recent years into a small city-sized settlement of about 10,000 people. Take a look at the Google photo
below to see what has happened in the years since the vintage aerial above was taken.

In the early days, the railroad connected Doctor Phillips to Vineland 5 miles south, a tiny village on the
edge of what is now Lake Buena Vista and all of its hotels and restaurants. Vineland is now a ghost town,
all but swallowed up by the massive development that came with the opening of Walt Disney World. All
that remains is a little cemetery, closed to the public, and a schoolhouse that was built in 1950. Most of
the old roads in Vineland have deteriorated and the land is owned by hotel companies and other
developers that will eventually expand onto the land.
The legacy of Vineland lives on in the many roads in the area that carry its name. Among them are
Apopka-Vineland Road, Winter Garden-Vineland Road, Ocoee-Vineland Road, Kissimmee-Vineland Road
and Taft-Vineland Road. Years ago there was also Orlando-Vineland Road, but now it's known only as
Vineland Road and is on the north boundary of Universal Studios. These roads all began or terminated in
the former town site of Vineland.

MAY - - USEPPA ISLAND & CABBAGE KEY: OLD FLORIDA ON DISPLAY

Pine Island Sound is a shallow body of water lying west of the metropolitan area of Fort Myers and Cape
Coral. Several romantic islands front on the sound, including Gasparilla, Sanibel, Captiva, Useppa and
Cabbage Key. Useppa Island has been the location of luxury resorts for more than 100 years, and is
currently the location of the private Useppa Island Club. Cabbage Key is just across the sound, and is
famous for the Old Florida restaurant that inspired Jimmy Buffett's "Cheeseburger In Paradise". Both
islands are only accessible by boat (or seaplane).
The origin of Useppa's name is shrouded in the mystery of this part of Florida that attaches to the pirate
captain, Jose Gaspar, whose nickname was Gasparilla. The legend is that Gaspar kidnapped a Spanish
princess named Josefa. He fell in love with her, but she would have nothing to do with such a nasty old
pirate. So he imprisoned her on the island for the rest of her life. Or he killed her. History is vague on the
subject, including whether or not Gaspar even existed. In any event, Useppa is supposedly a variation of
the princess's name.
Long before the legend of the pirates, Useppa was a stronghold of the powerful native American Calusa
tribe. Visitors today can still see evidence of the early settlements in the form of shell mounds and
collections of various archeological digs. It is this archeological significance that placed Useppa on the
U.S. National Register of Historic Places.
Useppa was purchased in 1894 by a Chicago streetcar millionaire named John Roach, who built a large
winter home on the island. One of his guests was a wealthy New York advertising tycoon named Barron
Collier. Collier bought the entire island from Roach and proceeded to develop much of southwest
Florida, including completion of the famous Tamiami Trail from Naples to Miami. He not only made
Useppa Island his home, he turned it into a first class resort for the use of his friends and clients. Among

his famous guests were many Vanderbilts, Herbert Hoover, many Rockefellers and Rothchilds. He also
hosted celebrities like Gloria Swanson, Shirley Temple and Zane Grey.

The inn had several names over the years, including Tarpon Inn, Useppa Inn and Collier Inn. Time and
hurricanes took their toll on the old resort, but the current owner has been steadily improving the club
since buying it in 1976. It is now one again truly one of the most exclusive and elegant getaways in the
United States. All homes are owned by club members, but seven guest rooms are available in the
renovated hotel. Call 239-283-1061 for more information.

JUNE - - FLAGLER BEACH: FLORIDA BEACHES THE WAY THEY USED TO BE

Flagler Beach is a small town on the ocean between St. Augustine Beach and Ormond Beach. It has a
clean sandy beach that is almost completely uncluttered by the high rise condos and hotels that loom
over most Florida beaches. This fortunate condition has resulted because Highway A1A is so close to the
Atlantic Ocean that there is no room for buildings on the ocean side of the highway. Guest lodging and
condos are all on the west side of the highway, but still have a nice view of the ocean and offer a quick
walk across the highway to enjoy the beach.
This beach town and Flagler County are both named for Henry Flagler, the entrepreneur who extended
the railroad down Florida's coast from St. Augustine and eventually all the way to Key West. The train
never went through Flagler Beach, and that is one reason why it is still small and more typical of Old
Florida than most of the beach towns in the state.
The ocean fishing pier shown on the postcard still stands in Flagler Beach and hasn't changed much over
the years. It is one of the few structures on the ocean side for many miles in both directions. The pier is
open every day from 600am until midnight, and offers very reasonable rates for fishing. It also has a
snack bar and souvenir shop. It will set you back $1.50 to walk out on the pier, and $6.00 if you want to
fish for a day. It’s a reasonable price for the pleasures of a day breathing in the fresh sea air.

JULY - - COCONUT GROVE: FLORIDA ART, HISTORY, MUSIC AND AMBIANCE

Coconut Grove is a neighborhood in the City of Miami on the Biscayne Bay waterfront. The Grove, as
locals call it, is home to an eclectic mix of artists, boat people, writers, musicians, businessmen, beautiful
people and just plain eccentrics. The business district is crowded with great restaurants and hotels, big
and small, with lots of outside dining venues on the sidewalks. It is a great place for people watching. It
is a dog friendly place; don't be surprised to see people dining outside with their dog perched on a chair
sharing the table with its owner.
Some famous people have called Coconut Grove their home. Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, who wrote
"River of Grass" about the Everglades and was an environmental activist, lived here in her little cottage
until her death at age 108 in 1998. Her friend, Robert Frost, spent many winters in The Grove, writing
poetry and schmoozing with Mrs. Douglas and other friends. His estate was named "Pencil Points". In
more recent years, Madonna and Sylvester Stallone each had homes in Coconut Grove.
There is plenty to do and see in Coconut Grove, including the Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, the Miami
Science Museum and Barnacle Historic State Park right in the middle of downtown. A great shopping
location is Cocowalk; it has plenty of stores and restaurants. Many fun and interesting events take place
in Coconut Grove, including the annual Coconut Grove Arts Festival every February. It's a three day
event that is one of the best shows in the United States.
Although The Grove is hip and cool and energetic, it is the tropical vegetation that makes it a unique
place in Florida.

AUGUST - - THE ST. JOHNS RIVER FLOWS THROUGH FLORIDA HISTORY

This month's postcard shows the St. Johns River near Welaka, Florida, about 15 miles south of Palatka.
This historic river flows north for 310 miles from the marshes southwest of Melbourne to the Atlantic
Ocean 15 or 20 meandering miles east of Jacksonville. Much of the early modern history of Florida was
lived along the banks of this majestic river. In the years before the railroad appeared, people and
materials were transported along the river. Many settlements popped up along its shores in the 1800s.
Some prospered, and others are little more than place names in modern Florida.
The St. Johns is one of the few rivers in the United States that flows north. It drops only 30 feet over its
length, so the current is generally pretty slow except in Jacksonville and some other places where the
river narrows. Major towns and cities along the way are Sanford, DeLand, Palatka, Green Cove Springs,
Orange Park and Jacksonville. Smaller towns include Enterprise, Astor, Georgetown, Welaka, Satsuma,
Mandarin and a host of others. U.S. Highway 17 wanders along the west bank of the river up to
Jacksonville. State Road 13 and other two lane roads along the east bank take you through some of the
smaller places on your Florida backroads travel.
Harriet Beecher Stowe lived for many years in Mandarin on the east bank of the river south of
Jacksonville. She was famous as the author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin", an anti-slavery novel that became
the biggest seller in American history at that time. When Abraham Lincoln met Mrs. Stowe during the
Civil War, he reportedly said "so you're the little lady who wrote the book who started this great war".
She also lured many visitors to Florida with her travel book, "Palmetto Leaves", published in 1873.

SEPTEMBER - - HISTORIC MANDARIN, FLORIDA ON JULINGTON CREEK

State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory, http://floridamemory.com/items/show/153061
This lithograph shows the winter home of the Stowe family in Mandarin, Florida. The most famous
member of the family, Harriet Beecher Stowe, spent many winters here beginning in the years after the
Civil War. Mrs. Stowe was famous as the author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin". This anti-slavery novel was so
influential that when Abraham Lincoln met her during the Civil War, he referred to her as "the little lady
who started this Great War". She also published a promotional book in 1873 called Palmetto Leaves.
This little travel book painted such an appealing picture of Florida that it convinced many Yankees to
visit the state.

Mandarin is an oak draped Old Florida treasure that rests on the east bank of the St Johns River at the
mouth of Julington Creek on what is known as Mandarin Point. The name came from the Mandarin
orange that used to be grown in this area. This historic village is the southernmost neighborhood in
Jacksonville. Although Harriet's house is gone, Mandarin still has many old buildings and historic houses.
The years have brought intense residential development to the areas surrounding the village, but the
Old Florida atmosphere is still heavy in the air. Oaks and Spanish Moss are abundant throughout the
town.
You can reach Mandarin by taking State Road 13 south out of Jacksonville.

OCTOBER - - DEFUNIAK SPRINGS, FLORIDA: HOME OF THE SOUTHERN
CHAUTAUQUA

DeFuniak Springs is a town of about 5,000 on U.S. Highway 90 about 2 miles north of I-10 in the Florida
Panhandle. It is a charming place of Victorian homes and grand buildings, many dating back to the late
1800s. The town is built around Lake DeFuniak, one of the few perfectly circular natural lakes in the
world. The lake and town are named after Fred DeFuniak, an official of the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. DeFuniak has been an officer in the Confederate officer and before coming to American was
affiliated with Guiseppe Garibaldi, one of the fathers of modern Italy.
In 1884 this small town became the home of the Florida Chautauqua Assembly. This assembly was an
extension of the summer assembly in New York State. Chautauqua was an adult education movement
that was very popular in the United States from its birth in 1874 until the 1920s. The movement was
named after Chautauqua Lake in New York. Chautauqua assemblies spread all over the country, and
brought entertainment, culture and education to the rural communities of America. Many famous
speakers of the day made the annual circuit, including William Jennings Bryan. Bands and orchestras
were also part of the scene.

The original developers of DeFuniak Springs were railroad men, and they worked with the Chautauqua
Movement to establish their new Florida town as the summer home of the Chautauqua. Many of the
beautiful homes and buildings around Lake DeFuniak have been preserved in the town's Historic District.
Radio and movies, along with the automobile, doomed the Chautauqua movement. The original
assemblies ceased being held in 1927. Organizations, including some in DeFuniak Springs and New York,
are keeping the movement alive.
More information is available at Florida-Backroads-Travel.com.

NOVEMBER - - PASS-A-GRILLE BEACH, FLORIDA: ON THE GULF AT THE END OF
THE ROAD

Pass-A-Grille Beach is just south of St. Petersburg Beach on the tip of the barrier island that separates
the Gulf of Mexico from Boca Ciega Bay. One story about how it got its name says it comes from the
French for "Passe Aux Grilleurs" which means the passageway of the grillers. This name was in honor of
the fishermen who used the land on the tip of the island as a camp and grilled fish there.
A pioneer named John Gomez built a small hotel in 1857, and travelers from up north would come from
nearby St. Petersburg and Tampa to stay at his place and enjoy the beach and the fishing. The first major
hotel was built in 1901 and people stayed there while looking at lots to build their vacation homes. It
was 1957 when Pass-A-Grille and other beachside communities were swallowed up by St. Petersburg
Beach.

In 1989, most of the Pass-A-Grille area became a U.S. Historic District. There are plenty of interesting old
houses, shops and restaurants in the District. The official count is 97 buildings. The grand centerpiece of
this neighborhood is the magnificent Don CeSar Hotel, also on the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places. This 277 room hotel was built in 1928, and is operated by Loews Hotels. It is one of the most
magnificent of Florida historic hotels.

DECEMBER - - PONCE INLET, FLORIDA: HISTORIC TOWN AND LIGHTHOUSE AT
THE END OF THE ROAD

Ponce Inlet is a village south of Daytona Beach on the north side of the inlet from the Atlantic Ocean to
the Halifax River. As you can see from the postcard, the community and pass into the ocean were
formerly known as Mosquito Inlet. In 1928, after the collapse of the Florida land boom, local tourism
promoters decided to rename the community and inlet after Ponce de Leon. The mostly residential
town of about 3,000 people has always been oriented to the nearby ocean. The sport and commercial
fishing industries have been important to the town. The history of the town is on display in the small
museum located on a shady canopied street.

The lighthouse was completed in 1887, and is the major tourist attraction in Ponce Inlet. About 80,000
people visit this historic site every year. Some of the more adventurous visitors climb to the top of the
lighthouse for a spectacular view of the Atlantic coast all the way from Daytona Beach to New Smyrna
Beach. The lighthouse museum and gift shop is fun to visit, and if you are a boat buff you can see what
boats are being worked on in the three marinas next door. There is a small pioneer cemetery nestled up
to a boatyard across the street from the small museum owned by the Town of Ponce Inlet. The Hasty
family is buried there along with their faithful handyman Cocoa Bill.

The seafood connection in Ponce Inlet is evident in the several seafood restaurants along the
waterfront. Fresh seafood is very easy to get in Ponce Inlet; much of it is fresh from the same day you
visit. After you eat, it's fun to drive around the quiet tree canopied streets and look at the fine homes
that make Ponce Inlet such a special place.
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JANUARY - - HILLSBORO INLET, THE BAREFOOT MAILMAN AND OTHER
HISTORY

Hillsboro Inlet connects the Intracoastal Waterway to the Atlantic Ocean near Pompano Beach, Florida.
This inlet can be treacherous under certain conditions of wind and tidal current, so it is prudent to have
local knowledge before entering and exiting. I spent a rough night many years ago tied up to an old
wooden dock in the small harbor inside the inlet. The ancient Alden yawl I was on took quite a pounding
from the rollers that came in from the ocean. Some 40 years later, I still remember that rough night as I
pass over the bridge that spans the connection from the inlet harbor to the Intracoastal Waterway.

The lighthouse was first lit in 1907, and can be seen from ships 28 miles at sea. In the years before the
lighthouse, in the 1880s, the U.S. mail could only be delivered periodically by schooner from Key West to
settlements like Miami south of Palm Beach. There was no regular mail delivery to these southern
outposts by land. In 1885, the U.S. Postal Service established a mail route that was 136 miles there and
back and covered by mailmen on foot. The trip took 6 days. The mailman would leave Palm Beach on
Monday morning and take a boat to the southern end of Lake Worth. He would then walk over to the
beach at what is now Delray Beach, spend the night, and continue walking on the beach in the morning.
It was a hazardous trip, and the mailmen had to cross several inlets on the route including the one at
Hillsboro Inlet. One of the mailmen, Ed Hamilton, disappeared and was apparently drowned or eaten by
sharks or alligators in Hillsboro Inlet. His body was never recovered.

The lonely area that claimed the life of the barefoot mailman has become populated with some of the
most expensive homes in south Florida in the past hundred years.
The area immediately north of the inlet along State Road A1A is known as "Hillsboro Mile" and is in the
town of Hillsboro Beach. Some magnificent mansions along this coast stretch from the ocean to the
Intracoastal Waterway. Pompano Beach is to the southwest of the inlet, and Lighthouse Point is to the
west. Waterfront homes in this area fulfill the Florida dreams of thousands of residents.

FEBRUARY - - SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA: FISHING, SURFING AND TREASURE
HUNTING

Sebastian, Florida is a small fishing village on US Highway 1 on the mainland side of east coast Florida. It
is just about halfway between Jacksonville and Miami, and is also about halfway between Vero Beach
and Melbourne, although a tad closer to Vero.
It is directly across the Indian River Lagoon from Sebastian Inlet.
This inlet to the Atlantic Ocean is loved and revered by fishermen and surfers from all over the world.
Sebastian Inlet and the entire barrier island off Sebastian is known as the Treasure Coast.

The area was first noticed when the Spanish Treasure fleet sunk off the beaches during a violent storm
in 1715. Professional treasure experts believe that more than $500 million in gold was lost when the
ships went down. Only a small amount has been found, and gold coins still wash up now and then in the
sandy beaches adjacent to the inlet. The McLarty Treasure Museum at Sebastian Inlet State Park
interprets the history of the doomed fleet and is fun to visit.

Sebastian has been a fishing village since the 1870s, and was first named St Sebastian. There is plenty to
do in Sebastian in addition to fishing. The inlet is nearby for surfing. There are numerous boat rental
services, both for those who want to operate the boat themselves and others who just want to take a
ride. It's also a nice little town for walking and sightseeing.
The welcome sign into Sebastian has been a fixture for as long as I can remember. It hasn't been
updated in a while. The population of Sebastian is now more like 20,000, and there may be one or two
more old grouches who moved down from up north since the sign was painted.

MARCH - - LONG KEY, FLORIDA. A FISHING AND RAILROAD HISTORY

Long Key is in the middle Florida Keys about halfway between Islamorada and Marathon. It is home to a
small village, Layton (population about 200), and Long Key State Park which is a popular camping
destination. During the early days of Henry Flagler's construction of the Key West extension of the
Florida East Coast Railway, Long Key became the location of lodging for many of the railroad workers
and also had a railroad station.
Long Key might have remained largely unknown except for its fishing camp known as the Long Key
Fishing Club. The most prominent member of this club was novelist Zane Grey, famous for his 1912
novel "Riders Of The Purple Sage". Henry Flagler had built the fishing camp in 1908 to serve tourists
arriving by train in the Florida Keys. Other members of the fishing club included Herbert Hoover, Andrew
Mellon, Franklin Roosevelt, William Randolph Hearst and many other famous people.

The awful hurricane of 1935 destroyed Flagler's railroad and the Long Key fishing camp. Long Key was a
lonely place until the village of Layton was developed in the 1960s and Long Key State Park.

APRIL - - MAYPORT, FLORIDA: OLD FISHING VILLAGE NEXT TO MODERN
NAVAL BASE

Mayport is located at the mouth of the St. Johns River about 25 miles east of Jacksonville, Florida. It is a
small working fishing village in the shadow of Naval Station Mayport, one of the largest naval ports on
the Atlantic coast.
The easiest way to get to Mayport is to take State Road A1A north from Atlantic Boulevard in
Jacksonville Beach until it dead ends at the river. You will be in Mayport, and can take the car ferry
across the St Johns River to a continuation of A1A that will take you up to Amelia Island and Fernandina
Beach. The historic lighthouse in Mayport was built in 1858, and there are several other historic
buildings remaining in town.

Nobody knows for sure when Mayport was first settled. Guesses range from 1562 when the French first
settled in the area to 1828 when the area started to grow. The original settlers were fishermen. Mayport
developed a tourist industry in the late 1800s and sported several hotels and taverns. The railroads used
to go through Mayport, but they were abandoned in 1919. There wasn't much going on in Mayport until
World War Two.
The sleepy village of Mayport was awakened in 1942 when the government dredged a harbor, built a
runway and created Naval Station Mayport. When I was in the Navy years ago, I was stationed at NS
Mayport aboard the destroyer U.S.S. Myles C. Fox (DDR-829). Many other ships were in the harbor at
the same time including the aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt. Main road traffic to and from the
village of Mayport does not go through the Naval base; base traffic largely heads south to the
Jacksonville Beach area on a separate road.

The view above is of Naval Station Mayport looking west up the St Johns River. You can see the village of
Mayport along the river on the right hand side of the photo. The village is clustered along the single
airstrip that serves the base.

MAY - - GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA: FORMER HOME OF THE U.S. NAVY
MOTHBALL FLEET

Green Cove Springs is a small town on the west bank of the St. Johns River about 28 miles south of
Jacksonville. It's a nice little town of shaded streets and fine old homes in quiet neighborhoods on either
side of busy U.S. 17, the main north-south highway through town. The quiet little place of about 7,000
people seems like an unlikely place to have located one of the U.S. Navy's largest mothball fleets at the
end of World War Two. By 1947, about 600 destroyers, destroyer escorts and fleet auxiliaries were the
most prominent sight in this riverfront town.

The Navy built huge concrete docks projecting out into the river to dock the ships. By 1962, the fleet was
largely gone, parceled out to other U.S. Navy locations and foreign countries for their navies. The docks
remain, but with only a few modern yachts in a small marina setting along with older ships waiting to be
purchased or scrapped.
Only a few old timers like me remember when the huge fleet dominated the town and was the first sight
you saw when coming from the east on the Shands Bridge over the St. Johns River on State Road 16.

I like to ride my bike in Green Cove Springs. The neighborhoods between U.S. 17 and the river are very
quiet and have plenty of sidewalks and safe streets for riding. I park my car downtown in a riverside
park, take my bike off the rack and ride all over the place, including to the old Navy base for a look at
what ships are currently there. There is a sidewalk along the busy highways that allows you to ride safely
to the docking area on the river.

The view above is of one of the many beautiful well maintained homes in the neighborhood along the
St. Johns River.

JUNE - - MARCO ISLAND, FLORIDA: RESORTS AND RESIDENCES FROM THE
MANGROVES

Marco Island is the largest and northernmost of Florida's 10,000 islands. It is about 28 miles south of
Naples. For many years it was inhabited by the fierce Calusa Indians. The first white settlers were W. T.
Collier, his wife and their 9 children. They came to the island in 1870. In 1896, W. T. Collier's son, Captain
Bill Collier, opened a 20 room hotel which still stands today, the Olde Marco Inn. This is not the same
Collier family as the one that developed Everglades City and much of southwest Florida. That was Barron
G. Collier.
Marco's early history was very quiet, but from 1908 to 1947 the Doxsee Clam Company was the biggest
industry on the island. The company harvested, steamed and canned clams from the waters around
Marco Island until the clam beds were exhausted. The trailer park shown in the picture above was
owned by the Doxsee family. After the clam cannery closed, Barron Collier bought most of the island
from the other Collier family. There was almost no development on Marco Island. This changed in 1964
when the Deltona Corporation, headed by the Mackle Brothers, began to develop the entire island as a
beachfront resort and canal laced residential community.

The mangroves were removed from much of the island, and canals were dredged and the material used
to create lots. It was a very successful project, in spite of some major permitting problems, and
waterfront lots and homes were sold to eager buyers all over the world on the installment basis. The 50
room Marco Island Hotel was one of the nicest in southwest Florida when it was built in 1965 at the
same time the Marco Island community was officially opened.

Marco Island is now a modern place with some of the nicest condos and hotels in the state. From a quiet
fishing village of 550 people in 1960, it has grown to a major town with a population of 16,000.

JULY - - DADE CITY, FLORIDA HAS A LINK WITH ROMMEL'S WW II AFRIKA
KORP

Dade City, Florida is a small town of 6,500 people about 39 miles north of Tampa on U.S. Highway 301. It
is the seat of Pasco County; the centerpiece of the historic downtown is the Pasco County Courthouse.
In the 1870s there was a small town known as Fort Dade nearby. In the 1880s, the railroad bypassed
Fort Dade a few miles to the east; the whole town packed up and moved to be next to the railroad. In
1884, the town was incorporated as Dade City.
The town is a popular destination for antique hunters; lots of antique shops, quaint restaurants and
historic buildings are located downtown. Each year the town hosts the Kumquat Festival. The festival
celebrates the kumquat, a tart citrus fruit that is grown all around the area. Another popular attraction
is the Pioneer Florida Museum and Village on the east side of town.
This museum features all kinds of old farm equipment and antique tools used by the early pioneers in
the area. A restored 1864 house is on the grounds, as well as an old railroad depot from the nearby
town of Trilby. There is even an old locomotive on display. Detailed exhibits show how the early
pioneers survived and prospered in the wilds of early Florida.

The Pasco County Courthouse was built in 1909 and has been restored a couple of times. It looks great,
and is worth visiting just to take a look inside. The building is on The National Register of Historic Places.
A relatively new Valentine’s Day tradition has been established in Dade City: the County Clerk performs
a free wedding ceremony on the steps of the courthouse. What a great way for couples to remember
their wedding anniversary date.

Other historic buildings in downtown Dade City include the Hugh Embry Library and the Edwinola Hotel;
both structures are still in use today. Residential neighborhoods include many homes that were built in
the Florida real estate boom of the 1920s.
A prisoner of war camp was located in Dade City during World War Two. The camp was for German
soldiers who had been captured in North Africa as part of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel's Afrika Korp. The
camp operated from 1942 to 1946.
The camp is now repurposed as Pyracantha Park Civic Center and not many people remember its
connection with the famous Desert Fox.

AUGUST - - HAVANA, FLORIDA: OLD SHADE TOBACCO TOWN IS NOW AN
ANTIQUE MECCA

State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory, http://floridamemory.com/items/show/30349
The name of Havana evokes images of Cuba or perhaps a vibrant ethnic neighborhood in Miami. But
there is a little Florida town of Havana way up in north Florida, 14 miles northwest of Tallahassee, that
has its own claim to fame.
The railroad first came to this town in 1902, and it made the farming and shipping of tobacco very
profitable. The town was incorporated in 1906, and the settlers chose Havana as the town name
because the major crop in the area was shade tobacco, used as wrappers for fine cigars.

This area of north Florida and adjacent south Georgia was one of only two places in America ideal for
growing shade tobacco; the other was the Connecticut river valley in Massachusetts and Connecticut. By
the decade after World War Two, these two areas produced 95% of the country's shade tobacco.
By the 1960s, however, the shade tobacco markets had moved to Central America and other places.
Havana, Florida was economically devastated. Its lonely streets baked in the hot Florida sun.
Things began to turn around for the town in 1983 when an antique dealer moved his shop from
Tallahassee to Havana. He also leased shop space downtown to other antique dealers. Other antique
shops and art galleries followed, and soon the small town became a magnet that drew antique and art
lovers from Tallahasse and other areas in the southeast. It's a classic heartwarming tale of a town
reinventing itself and rising from the ashes.

Havana also has many beautiful old homes and gardens that go back to the town's earliest days. Some of
them are on the National Register of Historic Places, including the Planters Exchange shown in the photo
above. Havana is a great place to visit on a day trip or for a long weekend.

SEPTEMBER - - PLANT CITY, FLORIDA: AMERICA'S WINTER STRAWBERRY
CAPITAL

More than 75 percent of the winter strawberries in the United States come from Plant City, Florida. The
town is grateful for its strawberry bounty, and celebrates every spring with the Florida Strawberry
Festival. This festival is very popular and ranks in the Top 40 of all fairs in North America. The next
scheduled festival is March 3 – March 16, 2016. It's a great opportunity to visit Plant City and see what
one small town has done to preserve and celebrate its history.

Many people assume that Plant City got its name from its agricultural activities. Actually, the town is
named for Henry Plant, a railroad pioneer who did for central and west Florida what Henry Flager did for
Florida's east coast.
In the 1880s, Plant bought railroads and extended them into then undeveloped Florida, opening up the
area to agriculture including not just strawberries, but blueberries, citrus and whatever the Florida soil
could produce. Plant's railroads made it possible for Florida farmers to ship their products directly and
cheaply to northern markets.
Plant's railroad came to Plant City in 1884, and the community was immediately named for him.

The railroad's contribution to the community is celebrated in a lovely new museum in downtown Plant
City.
Another amazing feature of the downtown area is the statuary. For example, the soldier and the woman
greeting him at the station are realistic statues.
Statues of people in various poses are scattered throughout downtown, and give you the feeling that
you are not alone. Even if there are few real people on the streets, you will still feel like you are one
person of many.
When I first saw the statue of the man sleeping, I thought he was real. After I took the photo I got closer
to him and realized he was a statue.

Plant City's downtown area is a great place to visit. There are many gift shops and antique stores and
quite a few good restaurants. It's easy to spend an entire day just browsing the numerous shops.

The community has done a wonderful job sprucing up and restoring old buildings that are being put to
good use today.
Even the old Plant City High School, built in 1914, is still standing and is in pretty good condition.

OCTOBER - - ORMOND BEACH, FLORIDA: THE BIRTHPLACE OF RACING ON THE
BEACH

Ormond Beach is the first town north of Daytona Beach on Florida's east coast. Part of the town is on
the mainland and the rest is across the Halifax River on the Atlantic Ocean barrier island. Ormond has
grown to almost 40,000 people and was once known as "The Birthplace of Speed" because of the first
auto races that were held on the hard packed beach in 1902.
Early racers included Henry Ford and Ransom Olds. These beaches also made Ormond popular with rich
Yankees during the surge in Florida tourism after the Civil War.
John Anderson and James Downing Price built the beautiful Ormond Hotel, shown above in the
postcard. Henry Flagler bought it in 1890 and expanded it to serve the passengers on his railroad. The
hotel was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980, but couldn't survive the wrecker's
ball and was torn down in 1992.
Anderson is still honored with his name on the long tree canopied drive that runs from the hotel site
north along the Halifax River for many miles.

Although it's sad that the grand old hotel was torn down, at least it has been replaced by a modern
condominium that tried to preserve some of the architectural ambiance of the original.
The community and its developers have been consistent in trying to preserve some of the historic
beauty of old Ormond Beach.
For example, the heart of old downtown Ormond is West Granada Boulevard. This is the eastern end of
State Road 40 that leads from shore side Ormond across the Grenada Bridge to beachside Ormond.
Many of the old buildings along this stretch have been renovated.

An example is a vintage art deco building at 31 West Granada being currently remodeled into a Roaring
Twenties type of bistro, upscale restaurant and nightclub. Other buildings along this street have also
been renovated and put to good use as shops and restaurants. City Hall is also in this neighborhood.
Although it is a beautiful modern complex it fits in well with its historic surroundings.

One of the early guests at the Ormond Hotel was John D. Rockefeller. Henry Flagler had been his original
partner in Standard Oil Company. After wintering in Ormond for 4 seasons, Rockefeller bought an estate
named The Casements across the street from the hotel. He stayed here every winter for the rest of his
life. His heirs sold the estate in 1939, but the City ended up buying it in 1973. It now serves as a
community and cultural center. It is located on the east side of the Halifax River. It is open to the public
for tours and other events.

Ormond Beach has a lot of the oceanfront advantages of neighboring Daytona Beach. It has managed,
however, to keep it more quiet and peaceful. A good place to meditate is the garden in front of The
Casements along the Halifax River.

NOVEMBER - - SAFETY HARBOR, FLORIDA: HOME OF HISTORIC ESPIRITU
SANTO SPRINGS

Safety Harbor is on the far northwestern shore of Tampa Bay. Although surrounded by heavily
populated Pinellas County, it is a tranquil spot far away from the noise and hectic life of its urban
neighbor.
The small town of 17,000 people is the home of the historic Espiritu Santo Springs. This "spring of the
Holy Spirit" was given its name in 1539 by the Spanish conquistador Hernando de Soto. In the early
1900s water from the spring was bottled and sold around the country.
The little town was incorporated in 1917 and the famous Safety Harbor Resort and Spa was opened 9
years later. It was built over the springs and is still a popular resort.
The site was designated a Historical Landmark by the U.S. Department of the Interior in 1964.

The area was originally known as Worth's Harbor and was first settled by a French nobleman named
Count Odette Phillippe. He is known for introducing the first grapefruit to Florida in 1823. His name is
still honored around Safety Harbor in the beautiful Phillipe Park.
This 122 acre treasure is a short walk from the Spa and is a great place for picnics or to just spend a
quiet day. Local legend says the name Safety Harbor comes from the 1700s when pirates were a big
threat to the Florida gulf coast.
If a ship could get as far as the shallow waters of this part of Tampa Bay, it was safe from pirates.

The main drag in Safety Harbor is appropriately named Main Street. It runs east-west and ends at the
Safety Harbor Resort and Spa located on Tampa Bay. It is a pleasant street with dozens of neat shops,
restaurants and art galleries. Art and artists are important elements of this little town.
The side streets also have lots of interesting old houses and buildings to look at. An example is the
Safety Harbor Art and Music Center shown above.
The cozy little Safety Harbor City Marina is also at the end of Main Street adjacent to the Spa.

The downtown area in the Main Street neighborhood shows its artistic heritage with all kinds of
buildings decorated with bright primary colors or pastels. It is a pleasant experience just to walk around
and soak up the ambiance.
The map below shows you where Safety Harbor is located. For directions, go to Google Maps and enter
Safety Harbor. Bring your camera and have a lot of fun recording memories.

DECEMBER - - MELBOURNE BEACH, FLORIDA: GATEWAY TO BEACH AND
FISHING PARADISE

Melbourne Beach Pier, 1938. State Archives of Florida.
Melbourne Beach is a quiet bedroom community of about 3,000 people on the barrier island across the
Indian River Lagoon from the larger city of Melbourne. It is Brevard County's oldest beach community.
Most histories place the founding of the village as 1883 when a Civil War Union veteran, Major Cyrus E.
Graves, began buying land for $1.25 per acre and started raising pineapples.

Melbourne Beach Pier in 2014
In the early days, Melbourne Beach was the only access to the Atlantic Ocean beach for many miles
north and south. The barrier island was virtually a jungle back then. A ferry brought passengers over
from Melbourne where they landed at the Melbourne Beach Pier. A narrow gauge railroad with a push
car took passengers from the pier down Ocean Avenue to the ocean. There was a bathhouse near where
the current day Sands Restaurant stands.
A causeway was built across the Indian River Lagoon in 1921. It connected Melbourne Beach to
Melbourne by way of the town of Indialantic. Ferry traffic began to decline, but the town began to grow
slowly as a result of the better connection to the mainland.
One of the first buildings erected in the town was the Community Chapel. Built in 1892, it still stands and
conducts church services, weddings and other events. Another original old building, the Villa Marine,
still stands at the corner of Ocean Avenue and Riverside Drive. It was built in 1912 as a hotel and is used
today as a dentist's office.

Melbourne Beach Community Chapel
The space program at Cape Canaveral and Banana River Naval Air Station (now Patrick Air Force Base) to
the north contributed to the residential development in Melbourne Beach. Today the village is largely
residential with a few businesses along Ocean Avenue and State Road A1A. It is truly a walkable little
town that takes great pride in its history. The Melbourne Beach Pier was placed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1984. The town has also preserved many of its original old houses and buildings.

Replica of Old Post Office Built By High School Students
The village has numerous access points to the beautiful sand beaches. Melbourne Beach is also the main
access point for the long stretch of beach along State Road A1A all the way down to Sebastian Inlet. The
barrier island has many parks and beach access points between Melbourne Beach and the inlet.

The Atlantic Ocean at Melbourne Beach
Use the Google Map below to plan your route to Melbourne Beach. Bring your beach clothes and a
semi-dressy outfit to enjoy the restaurant we will tell you about.

EPILOGUE

Mike Miller has lived in Florida since 1960. He graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in
civil engineering and has lived and worked in most areas of Florida. His projects include Walt Disney
World, EPCOT, Universal Studios and hundreds of commercial, municipal and residential developments
all over the state.
During that time, Mike developed an understanding and love of Old Florida that is reflected in the pages
of his website, Florida-Backroads-Travel.com. The website contains several hundred pages about places
in Florida and things to do. The information on the website is organized into the eight geographical
regions of the state. Mike also publishes a monthly newsletter, Florida Heritage Travel, that is emailed
monthly to more than 3,000 subscribers.
Florida Heritage Travel Volume II is a collection of articles from the 2013-2014 newsletters. It can be
downloaded in PDF format from the website or purchased as an Amazon Kindle book. If you find any
inaccuracies in this book, please contact Mike at Florida-Backroads-Travel.com and let him know.
If you have enjoyed this book and read it on Amazon Kindle, Mike would appreciate it if you would take
a couple of minutes to post a short review at Amazon. Thoughtful reviews help other customers make
better buying choices. He reads all of his reviews personally, and each one helps him write better books
in the future. Thanks for your support!
You can go directly to the Amazon review page for this book by clicking here.

