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INTRODUCTION
Florida Heritage Travel is a monthly newsletter published by Mike Miller, the author of FloridaBackroads-Travel.com. The newsletter has come out every month since August 2009 and is delivered to
its 3,000 subscribers via email.
This book - Florida Heritage Travel Volume III - is a collection of 12 articles presented in those
newsletters from January 2015 through December 2015, along with a special article commemorating
Hurricane Charley in 2004.
Most articles in the book have four or five photographs and sometimes a vintage postcard. The towns
and places are those visited by the author and are quite often unique to the newsletter and not
incorporated in the website.
Although most of the original newsletters included a restaurant review along with news and events in
Florida current at the time, that material is not included in this book. Many restaurants go out of
business or change ownership and news and events are quickly out of date.
The author wants the articles in this book to remain relevant in the future. He believes the articles about
people, places and things are more likely to remain relatively unchanged in future years.

SPECIAL - - HURRICANE CHARLEY CHANGED PUNTA GORDA IN 2004

Hurricane Charley slammed into Punta Gorda, Florida on Friday the 13th of August, 2004. My sailboat,
AWOL, was in Burnt Store Marina south of town. She lost her mast, Bimini top, bow sprit, bow pulpit
and lifelines.
It was enough damage that the insurance company had to ponder for some time whether to fix or scrap
her. Fixing won out, and she was towed to the nearest boatyard that didn't have a huge hurricanerelated backlog.
That was Sailors Wharf 90 miles north up in St. Pete.
The wind damage to homes, especially mobile homes, was devastating in the area around Punta Gorda
and surrounding Charlotte County. The familiar blue tarp covering a badly damaged roof was the
signature of thousands of homes in the area for the next couple of years.
A friend of mine who lives aboard his sailboat stayed aboard during the storm. He took pictures and
videos of the whole event as the winds and tide screeched through Burnt Store Marina. Although these
visual records were helpful with my insurance company, no amount of beer should convince a person to
stay aboard a boat during a hurricane. He is lucky to be alive.

The defiant red Indian that stood for years at a downtown Punta Gorda motel survived Charley, but the
motel didn't fare as well. The Indian was moved to a new location, but is no longer red.
The wind driven sand and debris gave the poor old guy an effective dermabrasion, and he is now a
paleface.

JANUARY - - CARRABELLE, FLORIDA: TRAINING GROUND FOR D-DAY IN
WORLD WAR TWO

Carrabelle is a working fishing village and laid back Old Florida tourist attraction. It is located just west of
Florida's "Big Bend" on the Gulf Coast about 53 miles southwest of Tallahassee. It has a population of
about 1,300. Isolated Dog Island is about 3 miles offshore of Carrabelle and can be reached only by
plane or boat. Dog Island has a few scattered homes, one small 8 room inn and miles of beautiful
beaches.

Carrabelle and Dog Island were sleepy little places until right after the U.S. Civil War. The vast forests
surrounding the area made lumber and naval stores the lifeblood of the economy. The first lumber mill
was built in 1875. Pine and cypress cut from the lands upstream surrounding the Carrabelle River were
floated down to the mill for cutting into lumber. The lumber was then shipped from Carrabelle to
northern markets.
By 1893 Carrabelle had become a boom town in the lumber industry. The docks along the river were
stacked high with lumber and turpentine ready for shipping. The railroad had also come to town and the
products of the local fishermen, especially mullet, were shipped by rail to markets in the north and
south. At the turn of the twentieth century, a major hurricane almost destroyed Carrabelle. The
downtown was moved closer to its present location and many new buildings were built. Many of those
vintage buildings still remain standing today.

The years between World War I and World War II were very hard for Carrabelle. The lumber and naval
stores industries disappeared and fishing became the main occupation of most area residents. The
depression had Carrabelle in its grip. There was a period of time during the Prohibition era when quite a
few locals made their living smuggling in liquor from the Caribbean.

In the very early years of World War Two, the U.S. government bought 165,000 acres of forest and
beach land surrounding Carrabelle. By 1942 they had constructed Camp Gordon Johnston. Thousands of
men were trained in amphibious warfare at this base; the nearby beaches were practice grounds for
later wartime landings in Italy and Normandy. The land was sold off after the war, and Carrabelle again
retreated into its quiet prewar existence. Not much remains of Camp Gordon Johnston except for a few
buildings north of Carrabelle in Lanark.

Today's Carrabelle is still quiet and the economy is centered on the waterfront. There are no chain
hotels or motels in town, just three little local places that cater to visitors that like peace and quiet.

FEBRUARY - - JOHN'S PASS VILLAGE: A MODERN OLD FLORIDA FISHING
VILLAGE

On Florida's west coast, inlets to the Gulf of Mexico are called passes. John's Pass separates Treasure
Island on the south from Madeira Beach on the north. The pass was created by the Great Hurricane of
1848 that separated the barrier island at that point. The pass was first bridged in 1927. That bridge was
replaced in 1971 and that one was replaced in 2013. John's Pass Village is a shopping venue centered
along a boardwalk on John's Pass. It is an easy walk from the Village to the sandy Gulf beach just to the
west. It is a nautically themed place with hundreds of restaurants, shops and curious small tourist
attractions.

An early settler of this area was John Levique. He was a fisherman and subsistence farmer, but fate
assured him a place in the history of Madeira Beach and Treasure Island. John and a partner had sailed
to New Orleans to sell a boat load of green turtles. On the return trip they had to wait out a big
hurricane. When the storm subsided, they began to look for a familiar pass into Boca Ciega Bay. They
were probably looking for Blind Pass, but the landscape had changed so much they were disoriented.
They finally found the new pass that had been blown out by the hurricane. On September 27, 1848, they
sailed through the pass into Boca Ciega Bay. Since that time, the inlet has been known as John's Pass.
There have been rumors over the years that John Levique was a pirate, so there is now a pirate ship
cruise you can enjoy.
In those early days, not many people lived on the barrier islands that now bear the familiar names of
Pass A Grille, Treasure Island, Madeira Beach, St. Petersburg Beach and others. The islands were used
for fishing and hunting expeditions with rich northerners and local guides. There were tremendous
numbers of deer, gopher tortoise, sea turtle, alligator, seabirds and shore birds. Over the years the
numbers of plume hunters and white settlers increased to the point that most barrier island wildlife
disappeared. Today, however, pelicans have made a big comeback and are all over the place looking for
a handout.

As the population increased, so did the tourism industry. The beautiful white sand beaches remained
and still remain. Sport fishing also became a popular past time. A local charter captain, Wilson Hubbard,
convinced the leaders of Madeira Beach to let him build a boardwalk along the public waterfront along
John's Pass adjacent to his marina. He built the boardwalk in 1980 and led the development of the
community of John's Pass Village. He added interesting boardwalk shops over his marina in 1982 and
1983, and the area has continued to develop with the fishing village theme over the years.

The village has an authentic riverfront Old Florida village feel. You can still get a reasonably priced room
for a night or a week. You can enjoy shopping, beach combing, people watching, dolphin watching and
any number of dining experiences. A big parking garage was added to the village in 2007 and it's easy to
find a parking spot.

MARCH - - ST. LEO, FLORIDA: A QUIET UNIVERSITY TOWN

The area of St. Leo was settled in 1881 by Judge Edmund Dunne. The Judge wanted to establish a
Catholic colony. When he saw the rolling land on the south shore of Lake Jovita, he settled down on the
land that is now St. Leo Abbey. The Town of St. Leo was founded ten years later and is the oldest
incorporated municipality in Pasco County. It is located along SR 52 between San Antonio and Dade City
about 35 miles north of Tampa. St. Leo's western limit is the eastern limit of San Antonio, and the two
little towns enjoy being side by side in the Florida sun.

The Town is approximately 816 acres in size, much of which is Lake Jovita. The population in the 2010
census was 1,340. The main place to visit in St. Leo is St. Leo University and St. Leo Abbey. The Holy
Name Monastery is also in St. Leo and is home to 16 Benedictine sisters. There is also an upscale golf
course development on Lake Jovita just east of the university campus called Lake Jovita Golf and
Country Club. It has an area of more than 1,000 acres but is not within the Town. There is another golf
course across the highway on land that is owned by the University.

St. Leo University is a private Roman Catholic liberal arts university. It was founded in 1889. The
university and town are named after Pope Leo the Great. It is the oldest Catholic college in Florida and
the sixth largest in the United States. It has a total enrollment of almost 16,000 students. Most of them
are military personnel who take advantage of St. Leo's pioneering distance learning programs. The
actual count of students on the campus in St. Leo is a bit more than 2,100. When I visit the campus, I
feel like going back to college. It is quiet, traditional and beautiful and a great place to spend a peaceful
day.

St. Leo University banned racial segregation in 1889 before it was even legal to do it in Florida. They
totally integrated their school and campus. In 1920, the College was temporarily converted into an
English style prep school. One of the students at the prep school in the years before World War Two was
actor Lee Marvin. Although Lee didn't graduate, he was quite an athlete and starred in several sports. In
1959, St. Leo shut down the prep school and became a college again. The aerial photo below shows
what it looked like in 1959. The rest is history, with St. Leo being upgraded in 1999 from college to
university status.

The Town of San Antonio is St. Leo's next door neighbor and it's a laid back place where you will enjoy
looking at old homes and eating at one of several restaurants in town. It is called San Ann by locals,
many of whom work at St. Leo University. We will be adding a page on San Antonio to our website,
Florida Backroads Travel in the near future.

APRIL - - OAK HILL, FLORIDA: DAYS OF CITRUS AND SEAFOOD

Oak Hill is about as laid back as a place can be and still be called a town. I suspect the people who live
and vacation there would prefer to keep it that way, so I apologize in advance for featuring it this
month. This town was once a thriving area growing and selling Indian River citrus and exporting its
locally caught seafood all over the nation. Today it is a quiet zone between New Smyrna Beach on the
north and Kennedy Space Center to the south. It nestles on a quiet spot between the barrier island and
the mainland. The Halifax River narrows here before entering Mosquito Lagoon to the south.

The town is directly west of the Atlantic barrier island and the Canaveral National Seashore. U.S.
Highway One is the main route through town, but the areas you will want to see are mostly east of the
highway and along the water. Fishing is still an important part of Oak Hill's economy, both commercial
and sport. There are numerous guides operating out of the area that can take you to where the fish are.

Some of the past grandeur of Oak Hill can be seen in a few old homes that are sprinkled among the
quiet streets. Many of the open fields you see today were once magnificent citrus groves that have
disappeared over the years. Some are gone because of the bad freezes now and then; others
succumbed to the changing global economy. Some still remain, but far fewer than when Oak Hill was in
its heyday in the first half of the twentieth century.

Oak Hill has become a favorite wintering spot for people that like to fish and spend time in their
recreational vehicles. There are several fish camps and RV parks in town; most of them are pretty full in
the winter months. Nights are very quiet in this little town and people like it that way.

An interesting place to visit is Seminole Rest. It is part of the Canaveral National Seashore even though it
is on the mainland side of the lagoon. The early Native Americans in Florida loved the waters around
Oak Hill for their abundant harvests of oysters. Seminole Rest has several prehistoric shell mounds that
are unique because of their scarcity in Florida. Most of these mounds were destroyed in pioneer days
and used as road building materials. The site has trails, parking and rest rooms.

MAY - - HIGH SPRINGS, FLORIDA: SURROUNDED BY NATURAL ATTRACTIONS

High Springs is about 21 miles northwest of the University of Florida campus in Gainesville. When I
attended Florida many moons ago, High Springs was a quiet little town with a sleepy two block
downtown business section. It was about as typical a small Florida town as you would find in those days.

The town today is still small - about 5,000 people - and quiet, but the downtown area has been spruced
up and is now home to several antique shops and nice restaurants. In contrast, just a couple of blocks
from downtown many of the streets are still unpaved and are home to weather beaten old houses
drowsing under the ancient oaks draped with Spanish moss.

One of the features of this little town that puts it on the map is its crossroads location in north central
Florida. In the late 1800s, it was an important rail center for several main lines of the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad. The town had major railroad service facilities and a large train yard. The trains are gone, but
today two major highways intersect in High Springs. In the not so old days before the interstates, this
made High Springs a logical place for the weary traveler to stop for the night. Those highways - US-441
and US-27 - are still pleasant and less crowded today than the superhighways if you are traveling this
part of the state.

As the name of the town implies, High Springs is in "spring" country. It is close to the spring fed Santa Fe
and Ichetucknee Rivers along with many other small springs such as Poe Springs and Blue Springs. Ginnie
Springs Outdoor Recreation area is just 6.5 miles west of town. Just a few miles further west is
Ichetucknee Springs State Park and its famous inner tube float trips down the river.

High Springs is a good place to stage a visit to these popular attractions. There are at least two bed and
breakfast inns and a handful of motels in town.

JUNE - - WILLISTON, FLORIDA: IN THE HEART OF SPRING COUNTRY

Williston is about 22 miles southwest of Gainesville, Florida. It is a typical small Florida town that has not
changed as much as others have over the years. The population is about 2,800. It is a working town,
close enough to the University of Florida for commuting, but with plenty of jobs in forestry,
manufacturing and farming for folks that want to stay in town.
For more than 25 years, the town has hosted the Central Florida Harvest and Peanut Festival in October.

The town is a major regional crossroads with US-27, US-41, SR-121 and a host of other state and county
roads meandering through town. It is about 10 miles west of I-75. The area around town has a lot of
horse farms. One of the town's claims to fame is that it is the birthplace of Foolish Pleasure, the winner
of the 1975 Kentucky Derby. Another attraction in the area is Two Tails Ranch, an animal refuge that
specializes in taking care of elephants. Over the years the ranch has taken care of more than 250
elephants.

The limestone formations underlying the area around Williston have created many interesting features
including several springs that are attractive to cave divers. The two most popular of these are Blue
Grotto Springs and Devil's Den Springs.

Each of these springs is set up with a vendor that can make your cave diving experience an enjoyable
one. These vendors charge an admission fee, and you should check their websites for fees and hours of
operation.

Train lovers will enjoy visiting Kirby Family Farm. It features a narrow gauge railway (3 feet wide) known
as the Great America Railway and claiming to be Florida's largest private railroad. The farm is an

educational facility and is not open to the general public. You have to visit their website and make a
reservation.

JULY - - OCKLAWAHA, FLORIDA: MA BARKER AND HER KILLER BROOD

Ocklawaha is a small town on the north shore of Lake Weir about 10 miles northeast of The Villages,
advertised as Florida's friendliest home town. This little Old Florida village doesn't have the golf courses
or modern shopping centers like its friendly neighbor, but it does have a lot of fishing, swimming and
boating opportunities because of the clean clear waters of the spring fed lake.
There are several neat little fish camp type of hotels scattered along the northern shore and one or two
nice places to eat.
One little bar is named Ma Barker's Hideaway.

The town is near the southern entrance to the Ocala National Forest. The main intersection in town is
State Road 25 and County Road 464C. The county road leads north to a crossing of the Ocklawaha River
near Moss Bluff and on into the forest. Downtown Ocklawaha is not gentrified like so many other Florida
towns.

It looks like hard times and has ever since I first passed through more than 50 years ago. It was once a
thriving citrus packing and shipping center but bad freezes brought that industry to an end. Only the old

Ocklawaha Inn - now a gift shop and produce market - is a reminder of the prosperous past along with
an empty old schoolhouse and an abandoned fruit shipping plant.

The little town made national headlines back in January 1935 when it was the scene of a shootout
between the FBI and the notorious Barker gang. Arizona Baker, known as Ma, had several sons who ran
a criminal gang in the mid-west. Ma traveled around with her sons as they robbed banks and kidnapped
and murdered people. J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI had the gang on the public enemies list and were
eager to capture them.

Ma Barker and her son Fred were hiding out in Ocklawaha under assumed names. They rented a cottage
and were known locally as an old mother and her son getting some relaxation. One of the Barker
brothers got arrested in Chicago and police found some notes referencing a big alligator named "Gator
Joe". They were able to put two and two together and figured out Ma and the other gang members
were hiding out in Ocklawaha, home of Gator Joe.
The FBI surrounded the rented cottage and a fierce gun battle broke out. Ma and her son Fred were
killed. The whole incident got good publicity for the FBI and immortal notoriety to the Barker gang. A
movie was made in 1960 titled "Ma Barker's Killer Brood". The film may have made Ma out to be quite a
bit worse than she actually was, but Hollywood has never been known to stick to the facts when telling a
good story.

AUGUST - - FLORIDA SCENIC HIGHWAY 30A: GRAYTON BEACH, SEASIDE AND
MORE

Walton County, Florida stretches from the Alabama border on the north to the Gulf of Mexico on the
south. South Walton County is known for some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. Florida
Scenic Highway 30A is the rural road that hugs the coastline down here and goes through sixteen unique
communities along its 28.5 mile length from Inlet Beach on the east to Dune Allen on the west.
Two of the most fantastic Florida state parks are also along this route: Topsail Hill Preserve and Grayton
Beach State Park. This stretch of coast is between Panama City Beach and Destin, both well-known
Florida tourist destinations.

Many of the communities along 30A are relatively new planned developments that provide their own
self-sustaining lifestyles with shopping, restaurants and other service enterprises that make them little
towns with their own identities. Seaside, for example, was developed in 1981 and is an example of
walkable town planning that has been emulated elsewhere in the country. Rosemary Beach is another
new town founded in 1995 on land that was originally part of the old Inlet Beach community.
Grayton Beach, on the other hand, is a genuine old Florida beach town that has been welcoming tourists
for generations. This town has been the traditional weekend and vacation spot for folks in Alabama,
Mississippi and George for generations.
Grayton Beach is in the heart of what is sometimes called the "Redneck Riviera".
Tourist seasons are different up here than in the more southern regions of Florida. The peak season is
from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. Most beaches, restaurants and lodging have
their biggest crowds during this stretch of the year.
I personally like October and November because the crowds are gone, the weather is still pretty good
and most restaurants remain open and are not so crowded.

Grayton Beach looks more Old Florida than most of its more modern neighbors. It's just about in the
middle of the route, and has a lot of weathered old beachy homes and cottages that remind you of a
bygone era when it was the only settlement along what was then a lonely coast. The community is
surrounded by Grayton Beach State Park whose white sands were once listed by "Dr. Beach" as the most
beautiful beach in America.

The land along this stretch of beach was first homesteaded in 1885 by former Army Major Charles T.
Gray. The town of Grayton Beach was founded in 1890 when Army Generals William Miller and William
Wilson came to the area. They named the town for Major Gray. The town remained remote and hard to
visit until the 1930s when US Highway 98 was completed as the major route between Pensacola and
Panama City.

Grayton Beach has also survived a few hurricanes. Opal in 1995 caused a lot of flooding and damage
from Gulf waters which topped over the tall dunes. The only original home in the community is called
"Wash-A-Way". It is was originally built in the 1890s by Captain Gray and is now a thoroughly
modernized bed and breakfast inn. It's at the end of County Road 283 right on the gulf and got its name
when the unnamed hurricane of 1926 washed away its foundation.
Seasonal and short term rentals are available all along this coast, but most of them are fairly pricey.
More budget minded travelers can look into the camping and cabin accommodations at the two State
Parks, but reservations should be made well in advance.

SEPTEMBER - - SANFORD, FLORIDA: MORE THAN THE CELERY CITY ON THE ST.
JOHNS RIVER

Sanford sometimes gets overlooked in the sprawl of the metropolitan Orlando area, but it is a unique
old town on Lake Monroe about 22 miles north of downtown Orlando. Lake Monroe is a wide spot in
the St Johns River and has always marked the upstream limit of major navigation on the St Johns.
Steamers from Jacksonville and points north had to stop in Sanford or Enterprise on the opposite shore
of Lake Monroe because the river gets too shallow as you continue upstream. Because of its location at
the head of navigation of this major river, Sanford was known in the very early days as the "Historic
Waterfront Gateway City".

The first residents of the area were ancient Native American tribes. After them, the Seminoles arrived in
the late 1700s and early 1800s. During the Second Seminole War (1835-1842), the Seminoles burned
Palatka, a town on the St Johns River north of Sanford. The United States Army built Camp Monroe on
the south shore of Lake Monroe as a defensive measure. In 1837 the Seminoles attacked Camp Monroe
and the only American casualty was Captain Charles Mellon. The name of the camp was changed to Fort
Mellon and the town that grew up around it was known as Mellonville. The Army built a road from the
fort whose route is still in use in Sanford. It's currently known as Mellonville Avenue.
The area began to grow after the Seminole Wars when it was safe for settlers to set up homes and
farms. Orange groves were planted and an orange packing plant was built in 1869. A year later General
Henry Shelton Sanford bought more than 12,000 acres west of Mellonville and laid out a new town he
called Sanford. The first permanent residents of Sanford included many Swedes who were brought in as
indentured servants and did the hard work of clearing the land and planting citrus groves. By 1883,
Sanford annexed Mellonville and began to prosper as railroads came to town to supplement the river
traffic. One new railroad connected Sanford to Tampa; another ran north to Jacksonville. The town was
now on the map and this was reinforced in 1883 when President Chester A. Arthur spent a week
vacationing in Sanford.

Like many other Florida settlements, Sanford had its growing pains. It was almost totally destroyed by
fire in 1887 and the fire was followed by a yellow fever epidemic. The crowning blow was the
destruction of the citrus industry by the Great Freeze of 1894 and 1895. Farmers adapted by turning
their grove land into celery farms. The first celery was planted in 1896 and the celery crops were
abundant and became the major industry in town.
When I first came to Florida in 1960, Sanford was known as "The Celery City"and retained that official
nickname until 1974. The industry is still immortalized in the names of some local streets and business
establishments.

Sanford today is a modern city with marinas and parks on a bustling waterfront and a downtown area
that has been renovated and turned into a vibrant district with many shops and restaurants. Its
residential neighborhoods are shaded by ancient oaks draped in Spanish moss. Sanford has a strong
sense of community and a distinctive identity in busy Central Florida.
The old Naval Air Station from the World War Two era was converted many years ago into Sanford
Airport and has since evolved into Central Florida Regional Airport. This airport is a major arrival and
destination alternative to Orlando International Airport to the south.
The Amtrak auto train route also begins in Sanford where you can put your car on the train and travel
north to Lorton, Virginia. Interstate 4 is on the west side of town and offers a quick jump to Orlando or
Daytona Beach.

Many historic commercial buildings and homes in Sanford have been carefully preserved. The old
Mayfair Hotel was built in 1925 and became the Sanford Naval Academy in the 1960s and 1970s. The
building is currently the home of New Tribes Mission, an international missionary group. It is on the
south shore of Lake Monroe and still looks great.
The marinas along the downtown waterfront are home to many pleasure boats and also have tour boats
for hire along with excursion type boats that resemble paddlewheel riverboats and will take you
sightseeing or on a dinner cruise.

OCTOBER - - INVERNESS, FLORIDA: HOME OF THE GREAT AMERICAN COOTER
FESTIVAL

Inverness is a small town about 75 miles north of Tampa. It is nestled against the western shore of Lake
Tsala Apopka, perhaps the most unique lake in Florida. The lake is really a chain of lakes in a bend of the
Withlacoochee River. The lake is composed of dozens of smaller lakes and marshes dotted with islands
that make it a paradise for fishermen, boaters and day trippers. The lake itself has a total surface area of
about 19,000 acres spread across an area of about 63,000 acres located between State Road 200 to the
north, State Road 48 to the south and U.S. 41 to the west. State Road 44 crosses the center of the area
on its way across the state through Inverness from Crystal River to New Smyrna Beach. The location of
Inverness is a natural when you take a look at the map and realize the geography of the area.
Native Americans were the first settlers in this area because of the abundance of food provided by the
river, lakes and swamps. The State of Florida has identified at least 30 archaeological sites in the Tsala
Apopka area. Hernando de Soto and his boys tramped through the area on one of their expeditions in
1539 as they were heading north to what is now Ocala. In later years, a lot of Seminoles lived in the area
up until the Second Seminole War. Major battles of that war took place in this region in 1835 and 1836.

The lake is an abundant source of bass and catfish and it pains me that the two most famous restaurants
in the area do not serve fresh catfish. Anybody can thaw out frozen catfish and fry them up; I think they
are missing a golden opportunity.
Those famous restaurants do, however, serve another famous food of the region: Florida cooter.
The cooter is a freshwater turtle that provided many a meal to the early Native American and Cracker
settlers. It is still served at many restaurants in the smaller towns in the central and northern regions of
Florida.
Inverness celebrates this shelled creature in its "Great American Cooter Festival" held each year during
the last full week of October. See www.cooterfestival.com for more details. The cooter critter is further
memorialized in one of the local Inverness parks.

Like most small Florida towns, the best parts of Inverness are off the beaten path. You need to get a
block or two away from the major highways and poke around.
The Citrus County Courthouse is a beautiful old structure that dominates the vibrant little downtown
area. Just look for it and drive toward it. You can't go wrong. The city still has many fine old homes,
some in great shape, others needing a loving hand to fix them up. The streets are quiet and tree
canopied.
The Withlacoochee Trail goes through town on its 46 mile path through several counties along an old
railroad route. It is a multi-use rail trail for hikers and cyclists with no motorized vehicles allowed.

The neighborhood around the Citrus County courthouse is known as Courthouse Square and features
many nice restaurants and shops. It is a small business district but is very popular with locals and tourists
alike.
One of the famous restaurants that advertises catfish is in the Square. It's a fun place to visit and the
food is okay unless you like fresh catfish.
There is a sports bar, sandwich shop, wine shop and a lot of other neat places in this Square.

The old Orange Hotel was a popular vacation spot in Inverness back in the day. In more recent years it
became the Crown Hotel, and now it has been reborn as Crown Court. It is an assisted living facility and
still looks great after more than 100 years of serving people in its different forms.
It's wonderful that the current owners spent the time and money to renovate and preserve this
treasure.

NOVEMBER - - PALATKA, FLORIDA: HOME OF THE FLORIDA AZALEA FESTIVAL

Palatka is a small city of 10,000 people on the St Johns River about 60 miles upriver (south) from
Jacksonville. It is strategically located at a sharp bend on the river that is the unofficial boundary
between "upriver" and "downriver" St. Johns.
In the old days, the larger steamboats could load up in Jacksonville or northern seaports and easily
navigate the deep waters of the St Johns River to Palatka. Further south - upriver - the waters became
shallower and the route more meandering. This stretch of river was limited to smaller passenger and
freight steamers.
The first residents in the area were the Timucua, a Native American tribe that was erased from history
during the Spanish occupation of Florida. In more recent times, the Seminole tribe lived in the area and
named it Pilotaikita which in their language meant "crossing over" or "cows crossing", a reference to the
narrowing of the river at this location.
Over time the name was shortened to Pilatka.

The first big-time activity after the Spanish left in 1763 was the establishment of Rollestown across the
river from Palatka near present day San Mateo. Denys Rolle was a wealthy English philanthropist who
developed a 78,000 acre plantation and recruited settlers from the streets of London, including paupers,
pickpockets and prostitutes. Many came as indentured servants.
Most of them ran away as soon as they could because they couldn't handle the hot, humid climate and
harsh working conditions.
Rolle replaced the runaways with black slaves imported from West Africa. The plantation eventually
failed and Rolle abandoned the operation and took his slaves to Great Exuma, Bahamas.
The point of land in East Palatka where it all started is still known as Rollestown and there is a historical
marker there that tells the story. Rolle is still one of the most common surnames in the Bahamas. When
slavery was abolished in the Bahamas, Denys Rolle gave all of his land to his newly freed slaves.

Palatka's riverfront location was recognized long ago by the military as an important point for controlling
the St Johns River. Forts were built in the area during the Seminole Wars from 1817 to 1858.
The town was incorporated in 1853 and began to develop until the Union Army occupied and controlled
the town during the U.S. Civil War.
Things began to boom again after the war and several hotels were built to accommodate northern
tourists who came for the temperate climate in the winters and the good fishing, hunting and boating.
Steamboats ran from Palatka up the Ocklawaha River to Silver Springs, Eustis and Leesburg, and also
went up the St Johns River to Sanford and Enterprise.
In 1875, the U.S. Post Office changed the town name to Palatka because people were confusing Pilatka
with Picolata across the river.

The town prospered with industries including logging, ranching and citrus production. The railroads
came to the area in the 1880s and Palatka's location on the river made it a natural crossroads for train
transportation also.
The town was nearly destroyed by fire in 1884 and was rebuilt almost entirely with brick structures.
Many of these still stand today in the nicely restored downtown area. Many of the old buildings are
decorated with colorful murals celebrating milestones in the city's history.
Palatka is part of the Florida Main Street Program that has helped restore the downtown areas of many
Florida towns.

Judge Isaac H. Bronson was a prominent local figure, and his house - known in the old days as Sunny
Point - is a historic site now known as the Bronson-Mulholland House at 100 Madison Street in Palatka.
It is on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places and is open to the public for visits and is also used as
a museum and is available for special events.
One of Florida's prettiest state parks is in Palatka. Ravine Gardens State Park is a 59 acre park that was
built by the Works Progress Administration during the depression with cypress buildings, rock gardens
and fieldstone terraces. The park entrance is called the Court of States and boasts a 64 foot high
monument dedicated to President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The park is part of Palatka's annual Florida Azalea Festival held on the first weekend of March every year
since 1938. The festival celebrates the seasonal arrival of the azalea blossom to Northeast Florida. In
addition to park activities, many of the festival events take place downtown along the riverfront.

DECEMBER - - AUBURNDALE, FLORIDA: OLD FLORIDA CITRUS AND
TRANSPORTATION HUB

Auburndale is a city of 14,000 people between Lakeland and Haines City on a major east-west federal
highway, US-92. It is less than 50 miles southwest of Orlando.
Like most small Florida cities, you have to get off the main highway and find the heart of the original
town that was there in the old days and still exists.
If you are traveling on I-4 from Tampa or Orlando, the most scenic way to come into town is on Country
Road 559. Auburndale is only about 4 miles south of the Interstate, and you will travel through some
rolling grove and lake country that gives you a taste of how things used to be back in the day when citrus
was king.
If you come into town on US-92, the main scenery includes warehouses, old citrus packing plants, more
warehouses and the big box stores and fast food places typical of most of Florida.
It may be a quiet little town once you get off the main road, but it is also a thriving economic center. An
example of one business that defines the town is Comcar Industries, formerly known as Commercial
Carrier Corporation. The giant trucking firm was founded in 1953 by Guy Bostick. He built the firm with
the help of his children into a giant company that now has 3,000 trucks and a host of other operations.

The town was founded in 1880 by Frank Fuller and originally named Sanatoria for a hotel located here.
When the railroad came to town, the town renamed itself Auburndale after a town of the same name in
Massachusetts. Thousands of acres of citrus were planted and the area began to boom.
While the city was still young, the Big Freezes destroyed the citrus industry. The first freeze was on
December 27, 1894. The second one was on February 7, 1895 and saw temperatures drop into the low
twenties for three straight nights.

Citrus made a comeback in the twentieth century that lasted until the 1970s and the entire area in all
directions around Auburndale was covered with groves. Freezes in 1981 and 1983 did a lot of damage,
however, and much of the citrus industry has now moved south toward Frostproof.

Auburndale has done a good job restoring its historic downtown area and has preserved many nice old
buildings. The centerpiece of downtown is the City Park, a wide grassy lawn with picnic shelters and
playground equipment that gets a lot of use, especially on weekends. There are several restaurants and
shops around the park neighborhood that make for some good dining and shopping.

An example of the city's preservation effort is the Ephraim M Baynard House located just north of the
downtown city park. The house was built in 1894 and is on the National Register of Historic Places. City
Hall is also on the National Register and is on the western edge of the downtown park. St. Alban's
Episcopal Church was built in 1896 and is a couple of blocks south of the city park.

EPILOGUE

Mike Miller has lived in Florida since 1960. He graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in
civil engineering and has lived and worked in most areas of Florida. His projects include Walt Disney
World, EPCOT, Universal Studios and hundreds of commercial, municipal and residential developments
all over the state.
During that time, Mike developed an understanding and love of Old Florida that is reflected in the pages
of his website, Florida-Backroads-Travel.com. The website contains several hundred pages about places
in Florida and things to do. The information on the website is organized into the eight geographical
regions of the state. Mike also publishes a monthly newsletter, Florida Heritage Travel, that is emailed
monthly to more than 3,000 subscribers.
Florida Heritage Travel Ezines Volume III is a collection of articles from the 2015 newsletters. It can be
downloaded in PDF format from the website or purchased as an Amazon Kindle book. If you find any
inaccuracies in this book, please contact Mike at Florida-Backroads-Travel.com and let him know.
If you have enjoyed this book and read it on Amazon Kindle, Mike would appreciate it if you would take
a couple of minutes to post a short review at Amazon. Thoughtful reviews help other customers make
better buying choices. He reads all of his reviews personally, and each one helps him write better books
in the future. Thanks for your support!

